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WHOLE OF SYRIA SUMMARY

NORTHWEST | Elevated levels of Government of Syria (GoS) shelling and
aerial bombing continued in the Hayyat Tahrir ash Sham (HTS) dominated
Idleb enclave. Russia also conducted airstrikes for the first time on Hurras
al Din positions. In the Turkish-backed areas of northern Aleppo
Governorate, two main opposition factions announced their unification. In
the Tal Rifaat pocket, there was an increased level of conflict .

SOUTH & CENTRAL | In addition to low-level violence in southern Syria, a
rocket struck Daraa City. Groups loyal to the GoS clashed for the second
time within a month in Kharab Shaham town. ISIS activity continued in
central areas of the country.

NORTHEAST | A statement by the White House implying US forces would
not intervene if Turkey invaded northeast Syria contradicted an agreement
reached earlier between the U.S. and Turkey over a security zone along the
Turkish-Syrian border. For the third consecutive week, civilian protests
denouncing GoS presence took place in Deir Ez Zor Governorate. The fifth
suspected Israeli airstrike within a month struck an Iranian site near Abu
Kamal. In Al-Hol Camp, a major disturbance included armed clashes.
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Figure 1: Dominant Actors’ Area of Control and Influence in Syria as of 6 October 2019. NSOAG

stands for Non-state Organized Armed Groups. Also, please see the footnote on page 2.
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NORTHWEST SYRIA
Elevated levels of Government of Syria (GoS) shelling continued in Hayyat Tahrir

ash Sham (HTS)-dominated northwest during the reporting period. GoS aerial
bombardment also continued, with 10 events recorded (Figure 2).
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opposition groups activity towards government-held areas has remained low
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Figure 5: Recorded IED events in southern Syria since August 2018 with this week’s events
highlighted in Red. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center.

NORTHEAST SYRIA

On 6 October, the White House released a statement stating “Turkey will soon be
moving forward with its long-planned operation into Northern Syria” and that
“the United States Armed Forces will not support or be involved in the operation”
or “be in the immediate area”. The announcement followed
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