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WEEKLY CONFLICT SUMMARY | 28 OCTOBER – 3 NOVEMBER 2019 

 

WHOLE OF SYRIA SUMMARY 
 
 NORTHWEST | The Government of Syria (GoS) increased shelling and 

aerial activity in the Hayyat Tahrir ash Sham (HTS)-dominated northwest. 
Civilian demonstrations against HTS occurred in several locations in Idleb. 
There was also an increase in improvised explosive device (IED) activity in 
the Turkish-controlled areas of Aleppo Governorate. Elevated levels of 
conflict continued in the Tal Rifaat area. 
 

 SOUTH & CENTRAL | Attacks against GoS-aligned personnel and former 
opposition members continued in central and southern Syria. In Quneitra 
Governorate, the Bustan Foundation was attacked for the third time in two 
months. GoS also conducted arrests around Damascus this week. 

 
 NORTHEAST | Further changes in territorial control occurred in the 

northeast, as the Turkish-led invasion continues. IED attacks occurred in 
Tal Abiad, Hammam al Turkman, and Suluk. In addition to low-level attacks 
against Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) in the Euphrates River and 
Khabour River Valleys, a clash between GoS-backed forces and SDF 
occurred near Deir ez Zor City. 

 

 

Figure 1: Dominant Actors’ Area of Control and Influence in Syria as of 3 November 2019. NSOAG 
stands for Non-state Organized Armed Groups. Also, please see the footnote on page 2. 
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https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/russian-forces-unleash-big-attack-on-jihadist-stronghold-cruise-missiles-reported/
https://twitter.com/QalaatAlMudiq/status/1190235956072321029
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrian-armys-1st-division-arrives-in-northwest-hama-for-next-offensive/
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/jihadist-offensive-in-latakia-proves-they-are-still-dangerous-despite-battlefield-setbacks-source/
https://tass.com/world/1086450
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Figure 3: HTS and other groups shelling (blue) and armed clashes against (red) GoS held areas in 
Northwest Syria since 1 August. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center. 

Inside the enclave, civilian demonstrations against HTS and its allied Salvation 
Government were reported in Idleb City, Maraat al Numan, and Benish on 1 
November. The demonstrations occurred in areas that have had strong civil 
society networks in the past and come a week after HTS conducted several arrest 
operations against media activists in the northwest. In the past three months, HTS 
has arrested activists following demonstrations against the group.  

An increase in improvised explosive device (IED) activity was reported in the 
Turkish-controlled 
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Figure 4: IED activity in Turkish backed areas of Northern Aleppo Governorate in 2019. Data from 
ACLED and The Carter Center. 

SOUTH & CENTRAL SYRIA 

Low-level attacks against GoS aligned personnel and former opposition members 
continued in the south. In Dael, Hrak, Mzireib, Ash Shajara, and Mlihet Elatash, 
unidentified gunmen shot dead two former opposition members, an alleged GoS 
collaborator, a former GoS policeman, and a local mayor. An Improvised Explosive 
Device (IED) also detonated against GoS military vehicle on the Jasim – Ankhel 
Road. Although it is only the 29th recorded IED event in southern Syria this year, 
nearly 70% (20) of these attacks have occurred in the past quarter alone (Figure 
5). 

 

Figure 5: IED attacks in Southern Syria since August 2018. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center. 

In Quneitra Governorate, unidentified gunmen set on fire several cars belonging 
to the Al-Bustan Foundation4 on 28 October in Khan Arnaba town. The incident 
follows two attacks against the Bustan Foundation and its allied militia, the Bustan 

                                                        
4 The Al Bustan Foundation is a Syria charity headed by Rami Makhlouf, a US sanctioned individual.  
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Brigades, on 16 and 27 September in nearby Jbhat al Khashab town. These were 
previously reported here. 

Ongoing ISIS activity against GoS forces continued in central areas of Syria. On 29 
October, ISIS ambushed a joint Syrian military/National Defense Force patrol in 
the al Kour Desert area east of Al Mayadeen. Pro-opposition sources also reported 
three IED attacks against a 17th Division Patrol near Abu Kamal, Deir Ez Zor, and 
between Sokhneh and Tadmor towns. ISIS activity remains elevated despite 
several GoS operations against ISIS in recent months (Figure 6) 
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