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NORTHWEST SYRIA

For a second consecutive week, there were elevated levels of conflict activity in
the northwest of Syria. The Government of Syria (GoS) shelled 14 locations, 26
times2 during the week, compared to 22 locations targeted 36 times by shelling
and small arms fire the previous week. Hayyat Tahrir al Sham and opposition
groups also clashed twice with GoS forces.2 Since the start of the 5 March
Russian/Turkish ceasefire, a third of all activity has occurred in just four areas;
Ftireh (38), Bara (17), Kafr Amma (10), and al Sirmaniyeh (10) (Figure 2).

Figure 2 A Shelling or armed clashes in northwest Syria since 5 March 2020 Turkish / Russian
Ceasefire. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center.

Turkey sent additional military re-enforcements into northwest Syria each day in
the previous period. A total of 172 vehicles arrived through the Kafr Lussin border
according to ACLED. The previous two months has seen the highest number of
arrivals of Turkish troops into Northwest Syria for the past year.# Turkey also
conducted two patrols along the M4 highway on 30 and 31 March in the Ariha and
Saraqeb sub districts.

Inside the Turkish-held areas of northern Aleppo Governorate, local opposition
armed groups continued looting and kidnap-for-ransom activity against civilians.
In al Bab, an opposition/unidentified local armed group murdered a civilian who

1Figure 1 denotes dominant actors’ control and influence. Russia, Iran, and Hezbollah maintain a
presence in Syrian government-controlled territory. Non-state organized armed groups (NSOAG),
including the Kurdish dominated SDF and a variety of other groups operate in areas not under
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they had kidnapped three days earlier. In Sufen, Al Sham Corps shot and wounded
acivilian as they were evicting him from his house. In Maamal Ushagi and Mirkan,
the Turkish-aligned opposition’s Sultan Mohammad al Fatih and Levant Front
groups kidnapped civilians. In Jandaris and Raju, the opposition’s Hamza division
and Ahrar al Shargiyeh extorted and intimidated local agricultural workers for
payment. Such activity has been regularly recorded in ACLED data in the previous
year.

For a second consecutive week, the Turkish-backed opposition’s National Police
Force was targeted in al Bab. On 31 March, unidentified gunmen opened fire on a
policeman in al Bab city, wounding him. Attacks between opposition armed
groups are frequently reported in Turkish-held areas of Syria. However, the
previous month has seen an increase in attacks targeting National Police Forces in
northern Syria (Figure 3).
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Figure 3 A Attacks by or targeting of National Police Forces in Turkish-held areas of Aleppo
Governorate in 2019 and 2020. Data from ACLED and The Carter Center.

SOUTH & CENTRAL SYRIA

Tensions between pro-government communal militias in Dara’a and As-Sweida
continued from the previous week. Clashes among such militias erupted on the
outskirts of Qarayya town in As Sweida Governorate on 31 March after an
unidentified armed group entered the town.> A few days later, As-Sweida
communal militias kidnapped men from Bisr Elharir town in Dara’a Governorate
on 3 and 4 April. Later in the day on April 4, the Bisr EIHarir communal militia
hijacked a bus carrying GoS armed forces and kidnapped the soldiers. According
to ACLED, there have been six civilian abductions in southern Syria in 2020, a
figure that is likely under reported (Figure 4).

On 31 March, Israeli jets struck Shayrat Air Base and Al-Daba Airbase in Homs
Governorate. This brings the total number of Israeli airstrikes to 28 in 2020

5 The Bosra al-Sham communal militia withdrew from Qarayya on 4 April after meetings between
Dara’a and As-Swedia dignitaries.
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