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WHOLE OF SYRIA SUMMARY

- NORTHWEST | Ongoing asymmetrical events continue to impact civilians
and local conflict resolution
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NORTHWEST SYRIA

Routine conflict, namely shelling from both sides, along Government of Syria
(GoS) / opposition frontlines in northern Hama and southwest Aleppo
governorates continued this week after the resumption of fighting following a
reported chemical weapons attack in Aleppo in late November 2018.1 Along with
these incidences of shelling, asymmetrical events continue to affect the internal
security environment in ldleb Governorate.

This week saw at least seven events (displayed below in Figure 2), including one
roadside IED attack against suspected Hay’at Tahrir al-Sham (HTS) members in
Kafr Aleppo, a shooting of two Ahrar al-Sham members near Tah town and a
small arms fire assassination against a local policeman in al-Raee town. Two
bodies of former opposition group fighters were also found in Harim town on 12
December 2018.

This builds on last reporting period’s 10 conflict events and follows a growing
trend of assassination activity in Idleb Governorate, especially towards HTS, in
the past two weeks. By contrast, November 2018 had an average of two events
per week and had remained steady since the August 2018 Ceasefire Agreement
in the governorate.

While nowhere near the levels earlier in 2018—such as in June and July that saw
six or seven incidents per week—the persistent dynamic demonstrates the
ongoing internal tensions and rivalries still at play between different groups in
Idleb Governorate.

The attacks are even more
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SOUTH SYRIA

Dominating reports from the south was the extension of UN Resolution 2165
(now 2449) on 13 December 2018 for another year, which allows cross border
UN aid from Jordan, Irag and Turkey without the permission of Damascus. The
resolution, that began in 2014 and has been renewed on a yearly basis since this
time, was set to expire on 10 January 2019.

As this cross border aid meets significant portions of humanitarian needs in
Syria,2 and the significant context changes in the country in 2018, questions had
remained until recently over if and how long the resolution would be extended.
This was especially the case after recent comments from Russia’s ambassador to
the UN, Dmitry Polyansky, who on 29 November 2018 stated that Russia sought
an “adjustment of the cross border mechanism”.3

2 1n 2017, 20% according to a report by the World Food Programme and UNHCR
3 For comments by Ambassador Polyansky see here.
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https://www.securitycouncilreport.org/wp-content/uploads/s_2018_617.pdf
http://webtv.un.org/meetings-events/security-council/watch/the-situation-in-the-middle-east-security-council-8411th-meeting/5973174731001



http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-will-enter-syrias-manbij-if-us-fails-to-remove-ypg-erdogan-139715
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-will-launch-new-military-operation-in-syria-in-few-days-erdogan-139662
https://southfront.org/turkey-to-enter-syrias-manbij-if-kurdish-militias-fail-to-leave-area-erdogan-warns/



http://www.al-monitor.com/pulse/originals/2018/12/pentagon-warns-turkey-against-ypg-operation.html#ixzz5ZfMIAoY4
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-middle-east-46623617

