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NORTHWEST SYRIA1 

 
Figure 2: Areas of control in northwest Syria. Data from The Carter Center and ACLED.  

 
During the third quarter of 2021, 1,322 conflict events were recorded in 
northwest Syria, a slight increase from the previous quarter (1,264). However, the 
number of conflict events reported in Idlib Governorate decreased, accounting for 
461 reported conflict events compared to 540 during the previous quarter. At the 
same time, violence levels increased in Aleppo Governorate, where 581 conflict 
events were observed compared to 438 during the previous quarter. New this 
quarter was an escalation in combat between armed opposition groups and the 
Government of Syria (GoS).  
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role in shelling exchanges during September and airstrikes against Turkish-
backed armed opposition groups as well as Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS).2 Third, 
violence escalated around the frontlines in Aleppo Governorate mostly between 
the Turkish-backed armed opposition and the primarily Kurdish SDF – the latter 
shares territory with GoS armed forces.  
 
The escalation of Russian airstrikes in Turkish-held territory in Aleppo 
Governorate mostly occurred in September, in the leadup to the 29 September 
summit between Turkish President Erdogan and Russian President Putin.3 The 
escalation of violence led to renewed concerns that a new GoS-led military 
offensive would be launched to secure the strategic M4 highway in Idlib 
Governorate.4 The escalation of violence, concerns over a possible new military 
offensive, and attacks against refugee camps in Aleppo and Idlib Governorates led 
to a new wave of civilian displacement in northwest Syria.5 
 

Internal Dynamics of the Turkish-backed Armed Opposition 

 
Figure 5: The composition of the Azm Operations Room and Syrian Liberation Front of the Turkish-
backed opposition’s Syrian National Army as of 
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Turkey’s presence in northern Syria often has been condemned by GoS and the 
Kurdish Autonomous Administration (KAA). After three military campaigns 
between 2016-2019, Turkey controls most of northern Aleppo Governorate and 
parts of Ar-Raqqa and Al-Hassakah Governorates often referred to as Operation 
Peace Spring (OPS) areas. Turkey justifies its control of territory in northern Syria 
as a secure zone along the border to prevent alleged threats from armed Kur
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SOUTH & CENTRAL SYRIA 
 

 
Figure 7: Areas of control in south and central Syria. Data from The Carter Center and ACLED.  

 
 

 
Figure 8: Comparison of conflict events in south & central Syria between 1 April and 30 September 

2021. Data from The Carter Center and ACLED. 

 
Since 24 June, GoS and Russian armed forces have besieged Dara’a al-Balad, a 
neighborhood of Dara’a city. On 24 July, the Central Committee of Dara’a, a group 
composed of former opposition fighters, reached an agreement with GoS 
negotiators to end the siege of Dara’a al-Balad. The agreement stipulated that the 
Central Committee would register the individuals wanted for deferring their 
military draft into a new process temporarily deferring military conscription, and 
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they would surrender some of their weapons.18 In return, the siege would be lifted 
and GoS Military Security would establish new checkpoints within the 
neighborhood.19 However on 27 July, the agreement broke down and resulted in 
GoS Fourth Division shelling Dara’a al-Balad.20  
 

The Siege of Dara’a al-Balad 
 

 
Figure 9: Conflict events related to the siege of Dara’a Al-Balad between 1 July and 5 September 

2021. Largest bubble represents 42 conflict events. Data from The Carter Center and ACLED. 
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During the third quarter of 2021, there was an increase in violence to 916 
recorded conflict events compared to 857 in the second quarter. The number of 
ISIS-related conflict events reportedly fell, with analysts warning that ISIS has 
been less active because it is recuperating in the Badia desert region of central and 
northeast Syria.37 
 
 

 
Figure 12: Comparison of conflict events in northeast Syria between 1 April and 30 September 2021. 

Data from The Carter Center and ACLED. 

 
 
The Battle Against ISIS 

 
Figure 13: ISIS-related conflict events between 1 July and 30 September 2021. Data from The Carter 
Center and ACLED.  
 
During the third quarter of 2021, ISIS-related conflict events decreased across 
Syria compared to the previous quarter. Analysts believe that the decrease is due 
to ISIS rebuilding its strength in central Syria.38 
 

 
37 https://www.mei.edu/publications/islamic-state-under-reporting-central-syria-misdirection-
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