
Figure 2 - Chart of foreign units in Rojava 
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Figure 1 - KÖG fighters in Rojava (via Twitter). 

In 2014, an ISIS-embattled YPG (People’s Protection Units) called for foreign volunteers to join in their 

fight against black-flagged fighters from Syria and beyond. The initial volunteers for the Kurdish struggle 

included foreign fighters sympathetic to the Kurdistan Workers’ Party (PKK), trained militia from Matthew 

VanDyke’s Sons of Liberty International (a not-for-profit business that trains Christian militias in northern 

Iraq), and a slew of other Western veterans. A large portion of the initial Western veterans appeared to 

harbor religious (Christian) motivations. After it became clear, however, that the YPG was dominated by 

cadres of Marxists, Marxists-Leninists, and Maoists, this flow of western veterans has stemmed, and was 

replaced by a new wave of foreign volunteers who wished to join the cause.  

Through a website set up by the YPG, English-speaking foreign fighters were able to contact the Kurdish 

group, begin learning the local Kurdish dialect, Kurmanji, and book travel to YPG territory. The route to 

Rojava ran through Suleimaniya, Iraq for years until the Kurdish Regional Government (KRG) of Iraq took 

action to stem the flow of fighters. The YPG recruitment site is now just a landing page explaining that the 

route is blocked, but the remainder of the old site is still accessible through unlinked pages.  

https://twitter.com/komutanaziz/status/831799009941549056
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Army of the Workers and Peasants of Turkey, 

TIKKO). 

Among the IFB are units that are explicitly 

comprised of volunteers from Western countries. 

These include Επαναστατικός Σύνδεσμος 

Διεθνιστικής Αλληλεγγύης (Revolutionary 

Union for Internationalist Solidarity, ΕΣΔΑ). 

Εσδα is a Greek Anarcho-Communist group in 

Rojava. The Antifascist Internationalist Tabûr 

(International Antifascist Battalion, AIT) is made 

up of Western members from a multitude of 

countries, led by an Italian. Brigade Henri 

Krasucki (Henri Krasucki Brigade, BHK) is a 

French volunteer force named after a French 

labor rights activist. BHK is modeled after the 

Bob Crow Brigade, a British volunteer force also 

named after a labor rights activist. All four of 

these brigades have pledged allegiance to IFB 

and coordinate directly with the YPG in Rojava. 

The remainder of the foreign volunteer forces are 

from Turkey.  

Conclusion 

Compared to the YPG, foreign volunteers 

fighting on behalf of the YPG (especially 

Western volunteers) remain few in number. For 

now, foreign volunteers represent a set of poorly-

trained but ideologically-willing fighters and a 

significant international media boon

led by an Italian

https://twitter.com/komutanaziz/status/829317632734195715
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