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OVERVIEW OF NORTHWEST SYRIA.--

Although the Turkish-Russian joint patrols
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Turkish-SDF Conflict
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Turkish-backed opposition group Syrian National Council call on Turkey to

intervene and expel the SDF from Aleppo Governorate and all other regions in
Syria.®
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The Battle Against ISIS

During the second quarter of 2021, there was an increase in ISIS-related conflict
events across Syria. Some military operations against ISIS have seen some success
in reducing high-casualty attacks as well as decreasing violence.

Fighting between ISIS and GoS armed forces accounted for 139 conflict events.
During the reporting period, GoS armed forces and its allies mobilized multiple
military and militia forces to battle against ISIS in the Badia desert region. In
addition, the SDF has launched multiple anti-1SIS operations in western Deir-ez
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Conscription in KAA

In the second quarter of 2021, the KAA saw increased protests and criticism of its
internal policies. The KAA's forced conscription campaign has drawn the most
criticism, with occasional protests against rising fuel prices and discontent over
the economic situation in northeast Syria. 2° In 2019, the KAA issued a
controversial conscription law for territories under its control.30 People in the
region argue that the forcible recruitment and arrests by SDF have disrupted
economic life.31 A February 2021 report by the Syrian Network For Human Rights
claimed that the conscription of teachers deprived
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other groups could take advantage of the unrest.34 While the KAA touts its human-
rights centered Social Contract as an alternative to repressive rule under the
Syrian government, incidents of forced conscription degrade its credibility and
relationship with non-Kurdish groups living in its territory.

Euphrates River Dispute

The Euphrates River flows through Turkey, Syria, and Irag and is a crucial source
of drinking water, hydroelectric power, and irrigation for these countries. The
1989 agreement between Turkey and Syria stipulates that the flow of water into
Turkey must not fall below 500 cubic meters per second. In May 2021, the
estimated water flow dropped to only 200 cubic meters per second.35

Turkey argues that the reduced water flow into Syria is due to ongoing drought in

the region. However, the GoS and Kurdish groups accuse Turkey of withholding
water and demand for it to be released.
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Qamishli and Al-Hassakah cities are under the control of the SDF while a few
neighborhood pockets are under the control of the GoS. This has caused tension
between the SDF and the GoS soldiers, occasionally escalating into clashes
between the two sides. In the first quarter of 2021, GoS armed forces and the SDF
besieged the other’s neighborhoods in Aleppo and Al-Hassakah Governorate.43 An
agreement in February led to the end of the sieges, but tensions continued. Then,
a spate of reciprocal arrests led to clashes between the SDF-affiliated Asayish
(Internal Security Forces) and the GoS-backed National Defense Forces (NDF)
between 20-
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