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WHOLE OF SYRIA SUMMARY

NORTHWEST | Government of Syria (GoS) forces advanced in Idleb this
week. Elevated levels of conflict continued between Turkish-aligned
groups and the Kurdish People’s Protection Units (YPG) in the Tal Rifaat
pocket. The U.S. conducted a strike on the Al Qaeda-affiliated Huras al Din.
Protest demonstrations denouncing HTS took place in the northwest.

SOUTH & CENTRAL | Attacks against GoS-aligned personnel and civilians
continued in southern Syria, despite GoS deploying re-enforcements the
previous week. ISIS attacks against GoS and aligned personnel also
continued in central areas of the country. Also, an improvised explosive
device (IED) was detonated in Qudsaya, near Damascus.

NORTHEAST | Implementation of the “safe zone” started in northern

Syria this week, with Syrian Democratic Forces (SDF) troop further
withdrawing and a joint US/Turkish aerial patrol

Page 1 of 6



WEEKLY CONFLICT SUMMARY | 26 AUGUST - 1 SEPTEMBER 2019

NORTHWEST SYRIA
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https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/29-august-syria-photos-showing-hts-svbied-detonated-today
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/breaking-jihadist-rebels-launch-big-offensive-in-southern-idlib/
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/breaking-russian-and-syrian-jets-strike-turkish-observation-post-in-hama-video/
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/27-august-syrian-opposition-forces-have-captured-sham-alhawaaljaduiyahalsalloumiyah
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/28-august-russian-backed-assad-government-forces-have-captured
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GoS advances came just prior to a Syrian Ministry of Defense announcement that
it would implement a ceasefire in Idleb from 06:00hrs onwards on 31 August.
While a reduction in airstrikes was notable, with just three recorded in Tah,
Urum al Kubra, and Kafr Naha, GoS shelling continued, with at least 16 areas
targeted.4 Opposition groups also fired a rocket that hit a GoS position in the
Jurin area the day after the ceasefire announcement. The Russian Center for
Reconciliation and Conflicting Sides also reported that 19 government-controlled
settlements were also impacted by shelling at the start of the week.

Conflict also continued in the Kabani area in northeast Latakia Governorate,
where GoS efforts focused on southern areas of the HTS/Turkistan Islamic Party
(TIP)-controlled town. However, despite five airstrikes, four-barrel bomb
explosions, and three shelling incidents this week, no advances were recorded.
More GoS re-enforcements also arrived in the Kabani area on 26 August in
addition to
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https://tass.com/world/1075857
https://tass.com/world/1075311
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/syrian-army-steps-up-operations-against-jihadist-rebels-in-northeast-latakia-video/
https://www.centcom.mil/MEDIA/STATEMENTS/Statements-View/Article/1949406/statement-from-us-central-command-on-us-forces-strike-against-al-qaida-in-syria/utm_source/share/utm_medium/ios_app/
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/31-august-international-coalition-raids-target-meeting-of
/resources/pdfs/peace/conflict_resolution/syria-conflict/0_weekly_conflict_summary_24to30june2019_final.pdf
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/30-august-some-of-the-protesters-climbed-over-the-turkish
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and Bab al Hawa, a large group of people protested at the Turkish/Syrian border
denouncing recent military action in the northwest, about the state of internally
displaced persons (IDP) in northern Idleb, and to demand freedom of movement
into Turkey. In Bab al Hawa, Turkish border guards dispersed the crowd with
tear gas and live fire after protestors broke through the main border gate. It
resulted in a 24-hour closure of the border crossing.

Coinciding with the border protests, smaller anti-HTS protests also took place.
On 31 August, protestors denounced HTS after the group prevented them from
joining renewed demonstrations at the Syrian/Turkish border near Bab al
Hawa.® In Sarageb, a demonstration took place against the HTS rule on 1
September. These protests come during a period of increased HTS crackdowns
on dissent to its rule.

Pro-government sources announced that the Tiger Forces have been
incorporated into the Syrian Army structure and re-named the 25t Special Task
Division. The elite unit, headed by Suhail Hassan, had grown out of Airforce
Intelligence Special Operations and had previously operated under the authority
of the latter. This change follows several attempts earlier this year to incorporate
the Tiger Forces into the Syrian Army.

SOUTH & CENTRAL SYRIA

Attacks against GoS-aligned personnel and civilians continued in southern Syria
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https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/30-august-the-moment-of-breaking-the-gate-of-the-humanitarian
https://syria.liveuamap.com/en/2019/30-august-turkish-troops-dispersed-protesters-near-bab-alhawa
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=139299
https://www.almasdarnews.com/article/tiger-forces-renamed-and-placed-under-command-of-syrian-army/
https://www.mei.edu/sites/default/files/2018-11/TigerForces.pdf
https://international-review.org/the-25th-division-syrias-tiger-forces-get-rebranded/
http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=139301



http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=139095
http://www.hurriyetdailynews.com/turkey-us-agree-to-launch-1st-phase-of-safe-zone-plan-145958
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Shadadah, and Tabga. In Basirah
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http://www.syriahr.com/en/?p=139253

