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SYRIA SUMMARY

This quarter, tensions between the Government of Syria (GoS) and former opposition armed
groups led to two GoS-initiated sieges in Dara’a Governorate. In addition, local As-Sweida
militias mobilized to dismantle two GoS-backed militias in the Governorate. There was a
significant increase in conflict-related activity reported in northwest Syria: GoS armed forces
increased the use of artillery shelling. The already dire humanitarian situation worsened as
a major cholera outbreak was recorded throughout Syria. International isolation and
sectoral sanctions are exacerbating the deterioration of vital infrastructure and decreasing
the ability to respond to health crises. Further, punitive measures are a contributing factor
to the crowding out of legitimate economic activity and shoring up an increasingly illicit
economy and narco-trade, benefiting those in power. Further, civilians, especially children,
continued to be impacted by the high volume of unexploded ordnance in Syria. At least seven
children were killed by explosive remnants in one week in just one region of Syria alone.

From a security perspective:

e This quarter saw a significant reduction in Russian airstrikes on NW Syria. Despite
Turkish rhetoric of a possible new invasion, the overall level of conflict between Turkey
and the Kurdish-
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As security developments in Syria continue to threaten regional stability, the international
community should focus on furthering the prospects for sustainable peace in Syria. As
international attention is shifting toward other high-profile crises, continued violence and
the extensive destruction and deterioration of vital infrastructure are putting the Syrian
people under huge strain. Given the sustained political deadlock, it is essential to keep
attention on Syria and adopt policies aimed at laying the ground for a long-term solution
while reducing the suffering of the Syrian people, avoiding new outflows of refugees and
disease outbreaks, and combatting violent extremism. The U.S. and European policies need
to evolve beyond the current impasse to help prevent future crises, human suffering,
partition, and destabilization of the region. Additionally, it is crucial to consider the need for
early recovery interventions across Syria. This is vital for combatting the cholera outbreak
and other crises that will inevitably emerge. Emergency aid cannot keep up with the damage
and degeneration of vital infrastructure.








https://acleddata.com/#/dashboard
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Figure 2: Breakdown of territorial holdings by party as of 30 September 2022. Note: US and
NSOAGs control .037% of Syrian territory, represented as a slight sliver in the graph
according to The Carter Center’s Areas of Control Point Data.

Political Developments

Russian Losses in Ukraine Prompt Reshuffle in Syria
The Russian war effort in Ukraine has begun to impact Russia’s military and diplomatic
posture in Syria tangibly. Russia seeks to strengthen its hand in Europe by quietly reducing
its footprint and commitments in Syria. In the months since the start of its invasion, Russian
armed forces have sustained considerable attrition in personnel and material. Reports have
emerged this quarter suggesting the departure
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Forces, which Turkey views as a part of the Kurdistan Workers Party (PKK), which
cooperates alongside GoS troops along likely lines of a potential Turkish incursion. With next
year’s Turkish presidential elections looming and his AKP party in need of foreign policy

SUCCesses
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Attacks against Former Opposition Fighters and GoS Armed Forces in
Dara’a Governorate

In 2018, the GoS armed forces and its allies launched Operation Basalt, which ended with the
GoS reconquering Dara’a Governorate and the rest of southern Syria. As part of the
operation, the GoS and Russia allowed some opposition fighters to reconcile, deferring their
military conscription in exchange for turning over their heavy weapons. As a result,
thousands of fighters formerly associated with the armed opposition were allowed to remain
active, albeit theoretically accepting GoS rule over the governorate. However, tensions
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These attacks on GoS Military Security militias continued. Between 11-12 August, many local
As-Sweida militias targeted the Fahd Forces in Qanawat.43 The siege on Qanawat ended with
the leader of the Fahd Forces fleeing and the militia being disbanded. Additional reports of
local As-Sweida militias forcibly disbanding GoS-backed groups in the towns of Mazraa and
Salkhad.#4 Russian officials have met with As-Sweida representatives to try and quell
tensions, with the representatives demanding the expulsion of Iranian-
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During the third quarter of 2022, there was a reduction in overall conflict events involving
the Islamic State, as recorded by ACLED. There were 144 ISIS-related conflict events
compared to 179 in the last quarter. This is the second consecutive quarter where ISIS-
related conflict events decreased, following the ISIS prison break attempt in Al-Hassakah city
in January 2022. However, 61 ISIS-related conflict events were reported in September,
compared to 34 in July, suggesting that ISIS activity could continue to rise if left unchecked.
Analysts have argued that without continual military action against ISIS, the group will
regroup.!

Figure 7: Incidents involving ISIS between July-September 2022. The largest bubble represents
25 conflict events. Data from The Carter Center and ACLED.

Despite the relative lull of large-scale
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campaign in two years, but it has largely failed to solve the issue of violence in the camp.
ISIS movement has increased in the Badia desert region of Syria, with experts believing that
the insurgency could increase there or lead to additional ISIS attacks in northeast Syria.
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Unexploded ordnance (UXO) remains an important issue in Syria. The impact of UXO and
leftover landmines continue to impact the day-to-day lives of civilians. This quarter, there
were 58
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