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NORTHWEST SYRIA!

On 17 August, an improvise explosive device (IED) struck a Turkish-Russian joint
patrol on the M4 highway in Ariha city, Idlib Governorate, damaging a Turkish
armed forces vehicle.2 The Khattab al-Shishani (Chechen) Brigades claimed
responsibility for the attack. While previous patrols began in Turnabah, this patrol
started in Ain al-Hawr (see figure 2).3 This was the second attack by the group,
having previously targeted the joint patrol on 14 July.# On 18 August, the Russian
air force attacked armed opposition groups allegedly responsible for the attack on
the joint patrol in Idlib Governorate. This was the first time in August that Russia
conducted airstrikes in Idlib Governorate.>

Figure 2: The Turkish-Russian joint patrol on the M4 highway in Idlib Governorate. Data from
ACLED and The Carter Center.

On 18 August, Government of Syria (GoS) changed the leadership for its military
intelligence for frontline areas of northwest Syria.6 Wafiq Nasser was appointed
to lead the Military Intelligence in Aleppo Governorate. Wafiq Nasser played an
integral role in GoS military operations in As-Sweida and Dara’a Governorates

1Figure 1, the Carter Center’s areas of control map, depicts areas of the dominant actors’ control
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before his transfer to Hama Governorate in 2018.7 Human rights groups have
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former opposition fighter in Mzerib, Dara’a Governorate. 22 On 18 August,
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The US imposed new sanctions on GoS officials and officers under the Caesar Act.
On 20 August, the US treasury imposed new sanctions on six individuals 36
affiliated with the Ba’ath party, GoS armed forces, and GoS-backed militias. On 28
July, the US had imposed Caesar Act sanctions on 14 individuals and entities
providing support to GosS.

NORTHEAST SYRIA

On 17 August, US armed forces clashed with GoS armed forces in Tal al-Dahab3”
near Qamishli city, Al-Hassakah Governorate. 38 A
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