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Laura Neuman
and abuse thrives.

Knowledge is power, and
transparency is the remedy to the

darkness under which corruption
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AcC3y
ACCESS TO GOVERNMENT INFORMATION:
AN OVERVIEW OF ISSUES
Dr. Alasdair Roberts*

Hhis paper was first written for The Carter Center’s Transparency for Growth Conference, May 1999.
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ACCESS TO INFORMATION:
HOW IS IT USEFUL AND HOW IS IT USED?

Dr. Richard Calland#*

INTRODUCTION

Meaningful participation in democratic processes
requires informed participants. Secrecy reduces the
information available to the citizenry, hobbling their
ability to participate meaningfully.
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THE SOUTH AFRICAN LAW

The Promotion of Access to Information Bill
reaches out towards new horizons. It captures both the
spirit and the necessity of the age in which we live.
Information is the life-blood of our times; we need it to
survive and to prosper, almost as much as we need
oxygen to live. This new law does something truly
innovative and truly radical. It aspires not only to
enhance an information rich society, but also to
democratize the use, ownership, application and access
to information. If information represents power, then
we must ensure that it is not monopolised by the rich
and powerful.
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A System for Accessing Information
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The government must see passage,
implementation and enforcement
of a vigorous access to infromation

law as a priority.
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