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Uganda Interrupts the Transmission ofRiver blindness Onchocerciasig in
the Wambabya-Rwamarongoand Kashoya-Kitomi foci; Targets Nationwide
Elimination

8" August 2013

Uganda has moved closer to its goal of elimiimgaonchocerciasisriver blindnesy nationwideby 2020.
Thesixth Uganda Onchocerciasis Elimination Expert Advisory Committee (UOEEA@anctomposed
of national and international expertsias today (8 August 2013)recommended stopping ivermectin
treamentfor river blindness @gnchocerciasisin 2 more foci namely: WambalbyRwamarongaHoima
District) and KashoyaKitomi (Buhweju, Kamwenge, Ibanda and Rubirizi districtsjowever the latter
pendssatisfactory completion of confirmatory laboratory $egirrently underway.

The recommendatioto stop ivermectin treatmentfor onchocerciasis willbe sent to the National
Certification Committee (NCCdf the Ministry of Healthseeking forapprovalbefore Post Treatment
Surveillance (PTS)With NCC approwal, treatmentwith ivermectin (Mectizan®, donated by the US
CompanyMerck) would bediscontinué in the approved areas theyear2014. That means transmission
will have been eliminated in 8 foci of river blindness in Uganda. Including the newly announced areas,
more than 1,524,568 Ugandans are now no longer at risk of getting the dideaisealth workers will
a NeglectedTropical Disease and can
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