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Summary of the Eighteenth Meeting of the 
International Task Force for Disease Eradication (II) 

April 6, 2011 
 
 
 
The Eighteenth Meeting of the International Task Force for Disease Eradication (ITFDE) was 
convened at The Carter Center from 8:30am to 4:15pm on April 6, 2011 to discuss control and g, Task Force for Global Health; Dr. Lorenzo Savioli, World Health 

Organization (WHO); Dr. Harrison Spencer, Association of Schools of Public Health; Dr. Dyann 
Wirth, Harvard School of Public Health; and Dr. Yoichi Yamagata, Japan International 
Cooperation Agency (JICA).  Seven of the Task Force members (Blount, Hopkins, Lucas, 
Meiro-Lorenzo, Molyneux, Rosenberg and Yamagata) attended this meeting, and two others 
were represented by alternates (Dr. Dirk Engels for Savioli, Dr. Rownak Khan for Chopra). 
 
Presenters at this meeting included Dr. Ed Cupp (retired) of Auburn University, Dr. Mark 
Eberhard of the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Dr. Mounkaila Noma of the African 
Program for Onchocerciasis Control (APOC), Dr. Adiele Onyeze of the WHO Regional Office 
for Africa, Dr. Eric Ottesen of the Lymphatic Filariasis Support Center of the Task Force for 
Global Health, Dr. Frank Richards of The Carter Center, Dr. Yao Sodahlon of the Mectizan

potential eradicability of lymphatic filariasis.

1  More recently, the ITFDE reviewed lymphatic 
filariasis again in 2002 and 2008, and onchocerciasis in 2001 and 2007.  In 2002, The Carter 
Center and WHO also co-sponsored a conference that considered the eradicability of 
onchocerciasis.2

 

  These respective meetings concluded that lymphatic filariasis was probably 
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Providing better overlay maps of LF, onchocerciasis,and Loa loa areas will help in the design 
of more integrated LF and onchocerciasis elimination programs. 

6. The ITFDE acknowledges the beneficial impact by LF and onchocerciasis programs and 
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