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To  Addresses

Detect Every Case, Contain Every Worm!

VICE-PRESIDENT OPENS GHANA==S PROGRAM REVIEW; GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS
SIGN RESOLUTION TO END GUINEA WORM TRANSMISSION BY DECEMBER 1999

The Vice-President of Ghana, Prof. John Atta Mills, opened the first in-country national Program Review
of the Ghana GWEP at the International Conference Center in Accra on September 28.  In his remarks to
the opening session of the two-day conference, the Vice-President urged the district assemblies to support
the final push to complete the eradication of dracunculiasis from Ghana by the end of 1999.   As a tangible
manifestation of the new national resolve, all ten regional ministers, eight of whom attended the conference,
as well as representatives of the Office of the President, the Minister of Health, Ghana Water and Sewerage
Corporation, and the Community Water and Sanitation Department signed a AResolution to Stop Guinea
Worm Transmission by December 31, 1999".  The text of this unprecedented Resolution is reproduced
elsewhere in this issue, as are the Recommendations developed during the Program Review.  This Review
was the first time that such high level political and medical authorities from all over the country had met to
jointly plan and discuss the Guinea Worm Eradication Program.
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to increase awareness of Guinea Worm Disease transmission and how to prevent Guinea Worm Disease.
  • Every Ghanaian resolves to Detect every case and contain every worm.  Any case of Guinea Worm Disease

will be reported IMMEDIATELY to the Guinea Worm Village Volunteer or other health worker and the
patient will not be allowed to enter a water source and contaminate the water source.

  • Since many rural communities affected by Guinea Worm Disease have difficulty paying their mandatory
contribution toward water projects, we will encourage our District Assemblies to resolve to assist Guinea
Worm endemic villages by underwriting the costs or providing loans so that the infected communities can
have access to clean water.  Development in any district without safe water supply is not development.

  • We will encourage our local legislative bodies to enact by-laws that prohibit people who have Guinea Worm
Disease from entering into water bodies and contaminating the water.

  • We will do everything in our power to ensure that all programme interventions are functioning completely and
the programme detects every case and contains every worm.

  • Rural Water and Sanitation Division of Ghana Water and Sewerage, in collaboration with District Assemblies,
will be exhorted to provide safe drinking water to all remaining Guinea Worm endemic villages before
December 31, 1999.

RESOLUTION TO STOP GUINEA WORM TRANSMISSION IN GHANA
BY DECEMBER 31, 1999

We, the Regional Ministers assembled at the Ghana National Guinea Worm Eradication Programme Review held
in Accra on September 28 and 29, 1998, resolve to take all necessary measures to stop transmission of Guinea
Worm Disease (dracunculiasis) in Ghana by December 31, 1999.  We commit our total support to the goal of
eradicating Guinea Worm Disease, as outlined in the attached document.

Signatures:

______________________________________    ____________________________________________
The Office of the President of the Republic The Minister of Health

______________________________________ __________________________________________
Ghana Water and Sewerage Corporation       Community Water and Sanitation Department

______________________________________ __________________________________________
The Regional Minister of Western Region The Regional Minister of Central Region

______________________________________ __________________________________________
The Regional Minister of Eastern Region        The Regional Minister of Greater Accra

______________________________________ __________________________________________
The Regional Minister of Ashanti Region The Regional Minister of Volta Region

______________________________________ __________________________________________
The Regional Minister of Northern Region The Regional Minister of Brong Ahafo Region

______________________________________ __________________________________________
The Regional Minister of Upper West Region The Regional Minister of Upper East Region
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interventions in the feeding centers, when feasible and non-disruptive to the primary goal of the feeding
centers, in order to detect and contain every Guinea worm case.

6. The SGWEP needs to implement the use of checklists for supervisors.  These checklists should include
instructions for assessing the use of filters by villagers and for ascertaining whether undetected cases of
dracunculiasis exist in the community.

7. The SGWEP should develop an inventory of sources of safe drinking water in all accessible endemic villages.
The inventory needs to indicate the number of sources, whether these are functioning or in need of repair, and
if new sources or rehabilitation of existing ones are planned.

8. The SGWEP should explore the feasibility of implementing Guinea worm eradication interventions in
endemic areas where no NGOs are working through the involvement and direct support of the humanitarian
wings of the local movements.

9. The SGWEP should explore ways of improving program sustainability in unstable areas, including the
appointment of Sudanese Guinea worm personnel.

RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE ETHIOPIA DRACUNCULIASIS
 ERADICATION PROGRAMME (EDEP)

Generated from the Program Review Meeting
Held September 25, 1998

Safari Club Hotel, Nairobi, Kenya

1. The EDEP should ensure that all invterventions and operational support are in place in South Omo by the next
transmission season.

2. A team of outside consultants should visit Gambella and South Omo to visit every endemic village and their
neighboring villages to ensure that every Guinea worm eradication intervention is in place and ready for
the next transmission season.  This team should be made up of at least two people and should spend
between one to three months working in Ethiopia.

3. Using existing channels of communication available to The Carter Center, seek formal approval from the
governments of Ethiopia and Sudan to conduct cross-border activities along the Sudan/Ethiopia border.

4. The EDEP should coordinate case search and intervention activities along the Sudan border through NGOs
operating from the Sudan side.  Report data back to the EDEP through the national secretariat or
informally through Global 2000 offices in Nairobi and/or Addis Ababa.

5. Given the recent material constraints of the EDEP and the nearness of the program's target date of zero
transmission by December 1999, UNICEF is requested to expedite the delivery of the promised vehicles
and motorcycles so that transportation can be in place at least one month before the start of the 1999
transmission season.

6. The EDEP should work with external partners to secure the collaboration of Ethiopian military authorities to
conduct or facilitate searches of Guinea worm cases and Guinea worm eradication interventions in Akobo.

7. The EDEP should ensure that the anthropological study in South Omo is conducted by December 1998, and
the results should be incorporated into on-going health education messages and disseminated before the
next transmission season.
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MEETINGS

‚ Nigeria=s Guinea Worm Eradication Program will hold a  national Program Review on October 28,
1998 in Abuja, Nigeria.

‚ The 36th Interagency Coordinating Group Meeting will be held on January 13, 1999 at The World
Bank headquarters, Washington, DC.
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For information about the GW Wrap-Up, contact Trenton K. Ruebush, MD, Director, WHO
Collaborating Center for Research, Training, and Eradication of Dracunculiasis, NCID, Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, F-22, 4770 Buford Highway, NE, Atlanta, GA  30341-3724, U.S.A.
FAX: (770) 488-4532.

CDC is the WHO Collaborating Center for Research, Training, and Eradication of
Dracunculiasis.

Inclusion of information in the Guinea Worm Wrap-Up does not
constitute “publication” of that information.

In memory of BOB KAISER.


