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DISTRIBUTION BY COUNTRY OF 77,852  CASES  OF DRACUNCULIASIS 
REPORTED DURING 1997*

NUMBER OF CASES

*    Includes 18 cases imported into Cameroon from Nigeria
**   Reported 18 cases imported from Nigeria
 ^  Year last indigenous case reported 

1996 ^

1994 ^







Dracunculiasis Eradication Campaign
Reported Importations of Cases of Dracunculiasis: 1997

From To Month Cases
Number Contained Cross notified

Burkina Faso Mali January 2 2 0
June 1 1 1
July 3 0 3
Sept. 2 0 2
October 1 0 1
December 2 0 ?

Côte d'Ivoire May 1 1 1
August 6 6 6

Niger May 1 0 1
July 1 0 0

Ghana Sept. 1 1 1
Côte d'Ivoire Mali June 1 1 0

Burkina Faso July 1 ? ?
Ghana Togo January 3 1 3

Benin ?? 10 10 10
Mali Burkina Faso May 1 ? ?
Mauritania Mali October 2 2 2

November 2 0 2
Niger Nigeria July 1 1 1

Mali July 2 0 0
October 1 0 1

Nigeria Niger March 1 1 1
April 2 2 2
June 1 1 0
July 8 1 8
August 1 1 1
Sept. 1 1 1

Cameroon June 1 0 1
July 7 7 7
August 3 3 3
Sept. 5 5 5
October 2 2 ?

Togo February 4 4 0
Benin November 1 1 1

?? 2 2 2
Togo Ghana January 3 3 3

March 1 1 1
October 1 1 1
November 1 1 1

Benin ?? 2 2 2
Sudan Uganda March 3 3 3

July 6 3 6
August 3 2 3
October 1 0 1
November 1 0 1
December 1 0 1

Ethiopia February 2 2 0
March 2 2 2
April 1 1 0
May 2 0 2
August 2 2 0
Sept. 2 2 0
October 1 1 1

Kenya August 1 1 1
Uganda Kenya January 1 1 0

June 2 2 0
July 1 1 0

124 88 96Total
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NUMBER OF CASES CONTAINED AND NUMBER REPORTED BY MONTH DURING 1998*

(COUNTRIES ARRANGED IN DESCENDING ORDER OF CASES IN 1997)

COUNTRY NUMBER OF CASES CONTAINED / NUMBER OF CASES REPORTED

% 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER TOTAL* CONT. 

SUDAN

254
/

1010
/ / / / / / / / / / /

254
/

1010 25

NIGERIA

1982
/

2020

1224
/

1305
/ / / / / / / / / /

3206
/

3325 96

GHANA

670
/

1277

535
/

709
/ / / / / / / / / /

1205
/

1986 61

NIGER

7
/

11

4
/

4
/ / / / / / / / / /

11
/

15 73

BURKINA FASO

1
/

2

5
/

5
/ / / / / / / / / /

6
/

7 86

TOGO

66
/

230

17
/

104

10
/

47
/ / / / / / / / /

93
/

381 24

UGANDA

7
/

8

3
/

6
/ / / / / / / / / /

10
/

14 71

COTE D'IVOIRE

151
/

251

110
/

138
/ / / / / / / / / /

261
/

389 67

MALI

9
/

10

2
/

5
/ / / / / / / / / /

11
/

15 73

BENIN

88
/

99

22
/

36
/ / / / / / / / / /

110
/

135 81

ETHIOPIA

1
/

1

6
/

6
/ / / / / / / / / /

7
/

7 100

MAURITANIA
/ / / / / / / / / / / /

0
/

0 ~

CHAD

0
/

0

2
/

2
/ / / / / / / / / /

2
/

2 100

YEMEN
/ / / / / / / / / / / /

0
/

0 ~

SENEGAL

0
/

0

0
/

0
/ / / / / / / / / /

0
/

0 ~

CAMEROON**

0
/

0

0
/

0
/ / / / / / / / / /

0
/

0 254

TOTAL*

3236
/

4919

1930
/

2320
/ / / /

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

0
/

0

5166
/

7239 71

% CONTAINED 66 83 71

*   Provisional





11.The ministries involved, in collaboration with their partners, should lighten their
administrative mechanisms, while protecting the resources specifically allocated to eradication
programs, and releasing them in a timely manner so that national programs can implement all
planned interventions appropriately.

12.Eradication programs should ensure that adequate resources are made available in good time
to permit the implementation of measures to interrupt the transmision of Guinea worm disease.

13 Guinea worm eradication programs should encourage all willing parties, particularly the
Peace Corps, other volunteer agencies and NGOs, to become more involved in Guinea worm
eradication activities.

14 Water ministries in endemic countries should facilitate and accelerate the provision of water
supplies to all endemic villages and, wherever possible, extend this coverage to endemic hamlets
and camps.

*    *    *    *    *       

PATRICK APOYA, ALHOUSSEINI MAIGA RECEIVE 1998 CARTER AWARDS

During the final day of the African Regional Conference in Bamako on April 3rd,
former U.S. President Jimmy Carter presented a 1998 Jimmy and Rosalynn Carter
Award for Guinea Worm Eradication to Mr. Patrick Apoya of Ghana “for outstanding
dedication and achieve-ment as Field Supervisor for dracunculiasis eradication
activities, Northern Region, Ghana”.  The awards, which were created by President and
Mrs. Carter to recognize exceptional service to the eradication campaigns in Ghana and

Nigeria, have been bestowed annually since 1992.  An award for contribution to eradication efforts in
francophone countries was also made for the first time at the ceremony in Bamako to Dr. Alhousseini
Maïga of Mali “for outstanding dedication and achievement as officer in charge of dracunculiasis
eradication, World Health Organization, Regional Office for Africa”.
 Well done, Patrick and Alhousseini ! ! !

PRESIDENT KONARE HONORS CARTER, HOPKINS, AGLE

In a dramatic ceremony with trumpet fanfares and military honor guard held at his
official residence soon after the close of the African Regional Conference, President
Alpha Oumar Konaré of Mali inducted former U.S. President Jimmy Carter, Carter
Center associate executive director Dr. Donald Hopkins, and Global 2000 director of
operations Mr. Andrew Agle into the National Order of Mali, the nation’s highest
award which can be granted to a foreigner.  President Carter was made a
“Commander” of the Order, while Dr. Hopkins and Mr. Agle were made “Knights”
(Chevalier) for their roles in leading the global campaign to eradicate this disease.






