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3,086 PROVISIONAL CASES REPORTED; STATUS OF REPORTING, RUMORS 
REPORTED AND REWARDS OFFERED IN FORMER AND CURRENT GUINEA 
WORM ENDEMIC COUNTRIES. 

During January – October the remaining 6 endemic countries (Sudan, Ghana, Mali, Ethiopia, 
Niger, and Nigeria) reported 3,086 cases of dracunculiasis, including 4 cases imported from one 
country to another (see Figures 1, 2, and 4, and Table 2). Both Niger and Nigeria reported zero 
indigenous cases of dracunculiasis during 2009, so far. The status of reporting, rumors reported 
and rewards offered in former and current Guinea worm endemic countries is shown in Table 3.  
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INTERNATIONAL COMMISSION RECOMMENDS CERTIFICATION OF BENIN, 
MAURITANIA, UGANDA AND FOUR OTHER COUNTRIES 

The commission chairman, former Minister of Health of Kuwait Dr. Abdul R. 
Al-Awadi chaired the Seventh Meeting of the International Commission for the 
Certification of Dracunculiasis Eradication (ICCDE), which was convened at 
World Health Organization (WHO) headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland on 
October 21-23, 2009.  After discussing the detailed reports submitted by the 
national certification committees, as well as the reports by the respective 

International Certification Team (ICT) that visited each country to verify whether transmission 
of the disease had indeed been interrupted, the commission members recommended to the 
director general of WHO that the formerly endemic countries of Benin, Mauritania and Uganda 
be certified as free of dracunculiasis (Guinea worm disease).  The commission decided that the 
surveillance data and documentation provided by Chad were insufficient, and the findings of the 
ICT that visited that country to be such that it could not recommend Chad for certification at this 
time.  As stated by commission member Dr. Joel Breman regarding the responsibility of the 
ICCDE in weighing evidence from all countries, “The absence of evidence is not evidence of 
absence [of Guinea worm disease]”.  This meeting of the ICCDE also recommended certification 
of Cambodia, the Republic of Guinea, the Marshall Islands and Palau, thus bringing the total 
number of nations and territories that have been certified so far to 187, including nine formerly 
endemic countries (Benin, Cameroon, Central African Republic, India, Mauritania, Pakistan, 
Senegal, Uganda, Yemen) (Figures 1 and 2). 

Figure 2 
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Table 2
Number of Cases Contained and Number Reported by Month during 2009*  (Countries arranged in descending order of cases in 2008)

NUMBER OF CASES CONTAINED / NUMBER OF CASES REPORTED

% 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER TOTAL* CONT. 

SUDAN
4

/
12

12
/

18
37

/
47

172
/

224
297

/
434

427
/

464
457

/
524

473
/

549
223

/
273

69
/

97
/ /

2171
/

2642 82

GHANA
40

/
45

49
/

50
50

/
52

27
/

28
30

/
34

18
/

19
6

/
7

1
/

1
1

/
1

1
/

3
/ /

223
/

240 93

MALI
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
1

/
1

7
/

7
14

/
23

34
/

43
48

/
68

23
/

34
/ /

127
/

176 72

ETHIOPIA
0

/
0

0
/

0
1

/
1

7
/

7
5

/
5

7
/

8
2

/
2

1
/

1
0

/
0

0
/

0
/ /

23
/

24 96

NIGERIA
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
/ /

0
/

0 0

NIGER
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
1

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
1

/
2

0
/

1
/ /

1
/

4 25

TOTAL*
44

/
57

61
/

68
88

/
101

206
/

259
333

/
474

459
/

498
479

/
556

509
/

594
273

/
344

93
/

135
0

/
0

0
/

0
2545

/
3086 82

% CONTAINED
#DIV/0!

% CONT. OUTSIDE 
SUDAN

#DIV/0!

* provisional

Shaded cells denote months when zero indigenous cases were reported. Numbers indicate how many imported cases were reported and contained that month.   

Number of Cases Contained and Number Reported by Month during 2008* (Countries arranged in descending order of cases in 2007)

NUMBER OF CASES CONTAINED / NUMBER OF CASES REPORTED

% 

JANUARY FEBRUARY MARCH APRIL MAY JUNE JULY AUGUST SEPTEMBER OCTOBER NOVEMBER DECEMBER TOTAL* CONT. 

SUDAN
8

/
32

13
/

34
39

/
88

112
/

258
259

/
618

394
/

759
399

/
783

313
/

536
126

/
254

94
/

160
16

/
75

8
/

21
1781

/
3618 49

GHANA
66

/
73

62
/

80
38

/
48

61
/

68
70

/
74

57
/

73
26

/
30

12
/

13
4

/
5

8
/

8
12

/
14

12
/

15
428

/
501 85

MALI
1

/
1

0
/

0
0

/
0

1
/

1
16

/
16

59
/

60
111

/
120

50
/

60
48

/
72

44
/

56
20

/
27

4
/

4
354

/
417 85

NIGERIA
28

/
28

8
/

8
1

/
1

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
1

/
1

0
/

0
38

/
38 100

NIGER
0

/
0

1
/

1
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
0

/
0

0
/

0
1

/
1

0
/

1
0

/
0

0
/

0
2

/
3 67

ETHIOPIA**
0

/
0

0
/

0
6

/
10

21
/

23
2

/
2

2
/

3
0

/
0

0
/

2
0

/
0

1
/

1
0

/
0

0
/

0
32

/
41



Figure 4

Country

2008 2009*

Nigeria (10) 37 0

Niger (10) 2 0

Mali (10) 386 176

Ghana (10) 472 240

Ethiopia (10) 41 24

Sudan (10) 3522 2642

Total 4460 3082

All countries, excluding 
Sudan 938 440

* Provisional: excludes cases exported from one country to another
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Mali Guinea Worm Eradication Program
Reported cases of dracunculiasis by District by month: 2008 - 2009* (January - October)
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Ghana Reported three cases in October, one contained, one pending containment, and one not 
contained, from Tidrope Village, Central Gonja District. Only 12 cases have been reported from 
Ghana during July-October 2009.  
 
 
WHO SUPPORT FOR COLLABORATING CENTER AT CDC  
 

WHO will provide $20,000 to the WHO Collaborating Center for Research, 
Training, and Eradication of Dracunculiasis at the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention, to help support continued morphologic and molecular evaluation 
of specimens from suspected Guinea worm patients in endemic or formerly 
endemic areas, which are used to determine whether the material is Dracunculus 

medinensis or not. The funding will also allow continuation of work already underway on the 
genome of the parasite.   

 




