


With few exceptions, the key indices were higher in 2000 than in 1999.  Outside of Sudan, only Togo, Ghana, and 
Nigeria reported less than 90% of endemic villages having all households provided with a cloth filter as of the end 
of 2000.  The lowest rates of case containment reported outside of Sudan in 2000 were in Mauritania, Mali, 
Nigeria, Niger, and Cote d’Ivoire.  Nigeria and Ghana are tracking their key indices monthly, and all other 
countries need to do likewise. 
 
The number of cases reported so far this year are shown on table 3, and the percentage change in reduction of cases 
reported on figure 4.  Table 4 summarizes the 2000 data regarding importations and exportations of cases among 
endemic countries.  
 
 
GHANA LEADS NIGERIA WITH FEWER CASES SO FAR THIS YEAR; KETE KRACHI DISTRICT 
REPORTS ZERO CASES FOR APRIL. 
 
Dracunculiasis cases continue to fall as a result of last year’s work in Ghana and Nigeria, the two highest endemic 
countries after Sudan (7,869 cases in Nigeria and 7,402 cases in Ghana).  Ghana reported 2,271fewer cases in the 
first three months of 2001 than the same period of 2000, while Nigeria has reported 1,053 fewer cases in January – 
April 2001 than it did for the same four months of 2000.  Although all of Ghana’s data for April are not yet 
available, Kete Krachi District in Volta Region has reported zero cases of dracunculiasis for April 2000! Bravo!!! 
Kete Krachi reported 61 cases in April 2000.  It was Ghana’s third-most endemic district in 2000 and the second-
most endemic in 1999. 
 
Table 1 

 
Parts of Nigeria’s Southeast Zone and of Ghana’s Northern Region are the highest endemic areas remaining 
outside Sudan.  The status and geographic location of reported cases in the six highest-endemic Local Government 
Areas (LGAs) of Nigeria’s Southeast Zone are illustrated in Figure 3. 
 
 
SUDAN: PIPE FILTERS BEING DISTRIBUTED; ICRC CO-PILOT IS KILLED 
 
More than 5.9 million of the 9 million pipe filters for Sudan’s Guinea Worm Eradication Program have been 
manufactured so far, and over 5.1 million of them have already been distributed or are in staging areas for 
distribution.  The intent is to distribute a pipe filter this year to every man, woman and child at risk of 
dracunculiasis in Sudan. This represents a significant escalation of the struggle against Guinea worm in Sudan, 
where 728,000 household filters and 134,000 pipe filters were distributed in 2000 (figure 5).  A delegation 
representing the primary partners in this project (The Carter Center, Health and Development International, Norsk 
Hydro/Hydro Polymers, Government of Norway, Norwegian Chemical Workers Union, and Norwegian Church 
Aid) will visit Khartoum, Nairobi, and southern Sudan, beginning May 13, to publicize and thank participants and 
other donors for their heroic efforts.   
 
The risks of working in the war-torn environment of southern Sudan were manifest again on May 9, for the co-
pilot of an ICRC (International Committee of the Red Cross) plane.  Twenty-six year old Ole Friis Eriksen, a Dane, 
was killed when the aircraft he was co-piloting was fired upon while flying between Lokichokio, Kenya and Juba, 
Sudan. The pilot, who was uninjured, landed the plane safely at Lokichokio.  Our sincere condolences are extended 
to Mr. Eriksen’s family.  

Box Score Ghana (March) Nigeria (April)

Cumulative number of endemic villages (EVs) 1,112 1,123

% EVs reporting 100% 98%

% EVs with 100% filters 64% 85%

% EVs using Abate 19% 18%

% EVs with any safe water 27% 54%

% Of cases contained 77% 64%

% Reduction in cases in month indicated 56% 65%
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Table 4

Number of cases

Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May Jun Jul Aug. Sept Oct Nov Dec. Total exported 
Ghana --> Benin 3 2 4 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 11
Ghana --> Cote d'Ivoire 0 0 0 0 3 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 6
Ghana --> Togo 0 3 1 0 0 3 1 1 1 0 0 0 10

Burkina Faso --> Cote d'Ivoire 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 0 1 1 6

Burkina Faso --> Mali 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 4 1 0 0 0 7
Burkina Faso --> Niger 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 3

Sudan --> CAR 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 2

Sudan --> Ethiopia 0 0 0 0 0 1 3 0 1 0 0 1 6
Sudan --> Kenya 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 1 4
Sudan --> Uganda 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 0 0 0 0 1 4

Nigeria --> Cameroon 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 1 1 1 0 5
Nigera --> Ghana 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 1
Nigeria --> Niger 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 3
Nigeria --> Togo 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 4

Togo --> Benin 3 1 0 0 0 1 2 0 0 0 0 2 9 Togo=9

Benin --> Togo 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 0 1 0 0 3 Benin=3

Niger --> Mali 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 Niger=1

Mali --> Niger 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 4
Mali --> Burkina Faso 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2

Cote d'Ivoire --> Burkina Faso 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 Cote d'Ivoire=1

Total 8 6 5 0 13 14 11 8 10 5 3 9 92

DRACUNCULIASI ERADICATION CAMPAIGN
REPORTED IMPORTATIONS AND EXPORTATION OF CASES OF DRACUNCULIASIS IN 2000
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Dracunculiasis ( Guinea Worm Disease) Eradication Program
Number of Cloth Filters Distributed in Sudan

*275,289 were distributed by GOS, and 453,016 by OLS/S.  In addition 134,051 pipe filters were distributed




