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From:   WHO Collaborating Center for 
 Research, Training and Eradication of Dracunculiasis 
 
Subject:  GUINEA WORM WRAP-UP # 101 
 
 
To:   Addressees 
 

Detect Every Case (within 24 hours), Contain Every Worm (immediately)! 
 
 
GATES FOUNDATION GRANTS $28.5 MILLION FOR  
GUINEA WORM ERADICATION!!! 
 

At the 53rd World Health Assembly in Geneva, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation announced on May 16, 2000, a grant of 
$28.5 million to help accelerate the eradication of dracunculiasis.  The grant, which will be channeled through the World Bank 
Trust Fund for Guinea Worm Eradication, will be allocated as follows: 
 

$15 million to The Carter Center for the three-year period 2000-2002.  The Carter Center has primary 
responsibility among the external partners to assist the remaining endemic countries (except Mauritania 
and Uganda, for which UNICEF has primary responsibility; and Central African Republic, for which WHO 
has primary responsibility) in eradicating this disease.  
 
$8.5 million to The World Bank.  These funds will be used, by consensus agreement of The World Bank, 
The Carter Center, WHO, and UNICEF, to provide support for participation in this initiative by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the US Peace Corps; for contingencies; and for 
other expenditures related to Guinea worm eradication. 
 
$5 million to the World Health Organization, which has the responsibility for certification of eradication.  
WHO will also assume primary responsibility for assistance to countries in the pre-certification stage, 
including still-endemic countries that report 100 cases or less during a calendar year. 
 
UNICEF (amount to be determined) will have primary responsibility among the external partners for 
helping all national programs to bring the water supply sector to bear in endemic villages, as quickly and 
effectively as possible.  This includes helping programs to coordinate provision of new water supplies and 
rehabilitation of existing ones by all parties in endemic communities.  UNICEF will continue to seek 
additional funds to support this expensive intervention.  Priority in this will be given to the highest 
endemic countries, especially Nigeria and Ghana.  UNICEF will continue to also support health education 
and social mobilization activities in endemic countries. 

 
“The Gates Foundation once again has demonstrated an extraordinary commitment to improving health in the developing 
world”, said former President Jimmy Carter.  “This grant will go a long way toward the final assault on Guinea worm disease, 
which has caused immense suffering among millions of people for thousands of years.  I look forward to working with our 
partner organizations and with the governments of endemic countries, who must remain committed to making this disease just a 
painful memory”.  In videotaped remarks viewed at the public announcement, President Carter said he hopes this important 
support by the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation “will also help inspire both sides [in the civil war] in Sudan to make peace”.  
The director-general of WHO, Dr. Gro Brundtland, and World Bank president, Mr. James Wolfensohn, also thanked the 
Foundation in videotaped remarks at the announcement. 
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interventions in that key district.  Priority is being given to getting  cloth filters in all households of all endemic villages, and 
secondly, to intensifying health education and community mobilization.  A line-listing was prepared of endemic villages in 
declining order of endemicity ( as of 1999). The program has just received material ( courtesy of UNICEF) to prepare enough 
filters for attaining 100% coverage of all households in endemic villages.  UNICEF will also support presentation of a Guinea 
worm drama in 20 endemic villages over the next few months, and has purchased 1,000 t-shirts.  Peace Corps will reprint 
copies of handbooks for village volunteers, and has also purchased and distributed 1,000 t-shirts with Guinea worm messages.  
The program plans to hold a “Conseil de Guerre”,  to publicly declare war on the last Guinea worms, in Ogou in June.  Peace 
Corps Volunteers will hold a “Worm Week”, Togo’s first, in 15 endemic villages ( and a “market strategy” in one large 
market) in late July with support from Peace Corps, the ministry of health, and The Carter Center (Global 2000).  WHO has 
been requested to provide 10,000 copies of the Guinea worm comic book for use in the schools.  The Carter Center and Health 
and Development International (HDI) are purchasing 5,000 posters. The Carter Center will also provide a Togolese version of 
the Guinea worm cloth as another incentive for village volunteers.  UNICEF plans to help rehabilitate about 30 wells in 
endemic villages of Ogou District.  Mr. Amegbo participated in a report on Togo’s Guinea Worm Eradication Program that was 
broadcast on national television on May 5. 
 
“Hope is not an intervention.” Don Hopkins 
 
CARTER CENTER AWARDS FOR FIRST YEAR WITH ZERO CASES 

 
President and Mrs. Jimmy Carter will host a ceremony at The Carter Center on July 18, 2000 to 
present awards to governments of the first seven recently endemic countries that have reported 
zero indigenous cases of dracunculiasis for at least one year since the global eradication 
campaign began in 1980.  Pakistan, Kenya, India, Senegal, Yemen, Cameroon and Chad will be 
represented by their ambassadors to the United States.  The awards were commissioned with the 
support of Mr. John Moores, a member of The Carter Center’s Board of Trustees.  A larger, 
related distinctive work of art, which is being inscribed with the names of each endemic country 
and the year in which they interrupted transmission, will be unveiled at the ceremony and 
displayed prominently at The Carter Center thereafter.  The ceremony will be broadcast the next 
day by the U.S. Information Service via satellite to the seven countries receiving awards. 

 
IN BRIEF: 
 
CNN and CNN International broadcasted a news item featuring Guinea worm eradication as part of their “Inside Africa” 
program on Saturday, May 20, 2000. 
 
Benin.  UNICEF has begun drilling 20 wells in endemic villages of Zou Department.  Unfortunately the terrain in a key 
endemic village, Allee (with 98 cases this was the highest endemic village in Benin in 1998; reduced by 92% to only 6 cases in 
1999), was not suitable for a borehole well. 
 
Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire & Ghana.  Representatives from these three countries met in Bouna, Cote d’Ivoire in May 2000 to 
discuss Guinea worm eradication activities in border areas.  The director of the cabinet of the Ivoirian minister of health 
participated in the first day of the meeting.  Representatives included a delegation of fifteen from Burkina Faso and 4 from 
Ghana, Dr. Alhousseini Maiga of WHO/Burkina Faso, as well as representatives of UNICEF/Burkina Faso, UNICEF/Cote 
d’Ivoire and GTZ Burkina Faso.  Presentations were made and discussed by each of the national programs and border health 
districts.  A list of recommendations was agreed to at the conclusion of the meeting. 
 
Ethiopia.  During a supervisory visit to Gambella Region in late April, personnel from the national secretariat of the program 
discovered an outbreak of 30 suspected cases ( 18 of whom had emerging worms), mostly among teenage boys, in one village 
(Tekodi) in Abobo Woreda.  All of the suspected cases were placed in a Guinea worm station under strict observation. 
 
Niger.  The head of state, President Tandja Mamadou, has indicated his plans to visit an endemic village during the peak 
transmission season for Guinea worm disease in the next few months.  U.S. Peace Corps Volunteers (PCVs) and Japanese 
Overseas Volunters (JOCVs) conducted a “Worm Week”, including use of a theater troupe and 20 teams of PVCs, JOCVs, and 
Nigerien counterparts, in Tera District of Tillaberi Region May 1 – 8.  The teams reached over 150 villages and hamelets in the 
most endemic parts of Dargol and Gorgoul cantons.  They distributed about 4500 filters and spoke to over 5300 villagers, many 
of them among nomadic populations.  Financial support was provided by The Carter Center (Global 2000).  Radio messages on 








