


History of ivermectin treatment

for onchocerciasis in the Yanomami focus area

In Brazil’s Amazonas focus, twice yearly (semi-annual,
6-monthly) distribution of ivermectin started in 2 of its
polos bases in 1995 and was extended to 18 polos bases
in 1999 and to all 22 onchocerciasis endemic polos base
by 2006. To hasten elimination of transmission, the
Brazil Onchocerciasis Programme launched quarterly
treatment in 2010 for the most endemic polos bases. In
2018, however, Brazil abandoned the approach because
of its failure to deliver the minimum 85% treatment
coverage goal in each of its 4 treatment rounds each
year and resumed semi-annual treatment throughout
the Amazonas focus. In 2019, the focus attained 90%
(24329 treatments) of the semi-annual treatment goal
of 27168.

In the Venezuelan south focus, ivermectin treatment
was started in 1993, initially covering a few communi-
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Table 1 Numbers of subareas, communities and individuals at risk covered by >20 or <20 cumulative ivermectin treatment rounds that
provided >85% treatment coverage (1993-2019)

Tableau 1 Nombre de sous-zones, communautés et personnes a risque couvertes par >20 ou <20 tournées cumulées de traitement par
I'ivermectine avec une couverture thérapeutique >85% (1993-2019)

Measurement unit — Unité de mesure Brazil - Brésil Bolivarian Republic =~ Yanomami focus area —
of Venezuela - Répu- Zone Yanomami
blique bolivarienne du
Venezuela

Transmission suspected interrupted™ (=20 ivermectin treatment rounds with >85% coverage) — Transmission presumee interrompue™ (=20 tournees de traitement par
I'ivermectine avec une couverture >85%)

Subarea or polo base — Sous-zones ou polos 18 (82%) 22 (71%) 40 (75%)
Communities — Communautés 163 (61%) 221 (61%) 384 (61%)
Individuals at risk — Personnes a risque 10 461 (62%) 11 060 (66%) 21 521 (64%)

Suspected ongoing transmission (<20 ivermectin treatment rounds with >85% coverage) — Transmission présumée en cours (<20 tournées de

traitement par I'ivermectine avec une couverture >85%)

Subarea or polo base — Sous-zones ou polos 4 (18%) 9 (29%)

milestone had been achieved or surpassed were consis-
tent with WHO guidelines for transmission interrup-
tion.*>* Figure 1 contains maps of onchocerciasis trans-
mission status in the administrative units of the YFA in
2009 and 2019, which demonstrate decreased transmis-
sion as a result of MDA with ivermectin.

Editorial note

The 29th InterAmerican Conference on Onchocerciasis
(IACO) was held in Brasilia on 7-8 November 2019. The
theme was “Brazil approaching the elimination of
onchocerciasis”. Opening remarks were made by repre-
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polos base (Brazil), 2009 and 2019

par polo (Brésil), 2009 et 2019

Transmission suspected ongoing,
hyperendemic — Transmission présu-
mée en cours, hyperendémie

Figure 1 Status of transmission of onchocerciasis in the Yanomami focus area by sub-area (Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela) or

Figure 1 Degré de transmission de I'onchocercose dans la zone Yanomami, par sous-zone (République bolivarienne du Venezuela) ou

Transmission suspected ongoing,
mesoendemic — Transmission présu-
mée en cours, mésoendémie

Transmission suspected
ongoing, hypoendemic — Trans-
mission présumée en cours,
hypoendémie

Suspected trans-

mission interrupted
— Transmission pré-
sumée interrompue

sentatives of the Ministry of Health, the Special Secre-
tariat for Indigenous Health of Brazil, the Pan American
Health Organization, Instituto Oswaldo Cruz, the Mecti-
zan Donation Program and OEPA/The Carter Center. It
was reported that transmission of onchocerciasis was
suspected to be interrupted in 62% of the at-risk popu-
lation in Brazil and 66% of that in the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela. It was noted that 4-times-a-year treatment
schemes in both countries did not reach optimal cover-
age levels because of logistical challenges in reaching
the remote areas. The conference participants
commended the contribution of the Yanomami indige-
nous health agents to the elimination programmes in
both countries, as they had directly assisted in 79% of
ivermectin treatments in the Bolivarian Republic
of Venezuela and played important support roles in 54%
of Brazilian communities.

The OEPA programme has committed donors who
provide enthusiastic support for completing the last
phase of the regional elimination agenda. The Lions
Clubs International Foundation has been a valued
Carter Center partner in work to eliminate river blind-
ness in the Americas since 1999. The United States
Agency for International Development has been another
long-term partner, and new funding in 2019 from Merck
& Co,, Inc. and the Lions Clubs International Founda-
tion was welcomed during the meeting. m

prononcées par des représentants du Ministére de la santé, du
Secrétariat spécial pour la santé des populations autochtones
du Brésil, de I'Organisation panaméricaine de la Santé, de I'Ins-
tituto Oswaldo Cruz, du Mectizan Donation Program et
de I'OEPA/Carter Center. Il a été indiqué que la transmission de
I’onchocercose était présumée interrompue dans 62% des popu-
lations a risque au Brésil et dans 66% des populations a risque
en République bolivarienne du Venezuela. Il a été observé que
dans ces deux pays, I'approche fondée sur I'administration de
traitements 4 fois par an s’était soldée par des taux de couver-
ture insuffsants en raison de diffcultés logistiques d’acces aux
zones isolées. Les participants a la conférence ont salué la
contribution apportée par les agents de santé autochtones Yano-
mami aux programmes d’élimination dans les deux pays, ces
agents ayant directement participé a I'administration de 79%
des traitements par I'ivermectine en République bolivarienne
du Venezuela et ayant joué un role de soutien important dans
54% des communautés brésiliennes.

Le programme OEPA compte des donateurs engagés qui four-
nissent un appui résolu aux efforts entrepris pour achever la
derniere phase du programme régional d'élimination. En tant
gue partenaire du Carter Center, la fondation Lions Clubs Inter-
national apporte une contribution précieuse aux activités d'éli-
mination de la cécité des rivieres dans les Amériques depuis
1999. L'Agence des Etats-Unis pour le développement interna-
tional est un autre partenaire de longue date. Les participants
a la réunion se sont également félicités des nouveaux fnance-
ments octroyés en 2019 par Merck & Co., Inc. et la fondation
Lions Clubs International.
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