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PRELIMINARY STATEMENT O F THEN DI/ CARTER CENTER
INTERN ATIONAL OB SERVE R DELEGATION
TO THE LI BERIAN P RESI DENTIAL RUNO FF ELE CTI ON

MONROVIA.... Thisstatement is off ered by the 28- member mu Itinational delegat ion
jointly organized by  NDIl and The Carter Ce nter. The delegation was co-led by His
Excellency Dr. Alex E kwueme, former  Vice-Pre sident of the Republic of Nigeria; Dr.
Christopher Fomunyoh, NDI' s Seni or Asso ciate for Africa; and Dr. David Carroll,
Director of the Democra  cy Program at The Carter C enter. The delegation included
elected officia Is, elector al and hum an rights experts, region al specialis ts and political
and civic leaders from  Africa, Europe and North America.

The purposes of the de legation we re to demon strate international support for
Liberia’s democratic process and to pr ovide L iberian sand the int ernational
communi ty withanim



reconciliation, and their commitment to th e democratic process as the means of
choosing their leaders. We hope that those who will take office once the official

results are certified, as well as those who contested unsuccessfully, will recognize

that all Liberians have an important role to play in their country’s political and
democratic future, and that they will work co llectively to lead the country to national
reconciliation and sustainable democracy.

For the electoral process to be meaningful over the long-term, Liberia’s new leaders
must demonstrate that they have the country at heart. This means they must

practice integrity, manage the nation’s resources for the good of the country as a

whole, and make a special effort to prov ide opportunities for and respond to the

needs of youth.

l. ELECTION DAY OBSERVATION
A. Positive Aspects of the Election Day Process

On the whole, election day went peacefully and smoothly, with short lines at most

polling places. The National Elections Commission (NEC) is to be commended for

their efforts to address many of the admini strative and procedural problems noted by
observers on October 11. Specif ic observations include:

Voter Turnout.  As they did for the first round , large numbers of Liberian
voters went to the polls on November 8. As of today, the NEC estimates voter
turnout at slightly more than 60 percent. Simpler ballot procedures meant that
voting proceeded more rapidly.

Peaceful Conduct.  Overall, election day was ca  Im and peaceful with few
reported incidents of viol ~ ence. Security on election day was enhanced by the
deployment of larger numbers of Liberi an National Police (LNP) and immigration
officials, and United Nations Mission in Liberia (UNMIL) civilian police and
peacekeeping elements, particularly to prec incts that had experienced crowd control
problems or other security incidents during the first election round on October 11.

More Efficient Election Administration. Efforts were made by both NEC and
UNMIL to correct procedural errors and ot






through the ballot box, and appeal for calm and acceptance by his or her
supporters.

The NEC should ensure that all election disputes are handled expeditiously
upon submission of complaints, and in an impartial manner according to

Liberian law and within the context of the CPA. The complaint process could
be improved to provide for a more tr ansparent process. For example, the
times and locations of future hearings should be clearly communicated to all
accredited parties and observers, wi th documentation readily available.

Rulings should be announced as quickly as possible, with immediate redress
and effective remedies provided as appropriate.
Both the UP and the CDC should re spect and abide by the procedures

established under Liberian law and wi thin the context of  the CPA for the
resolution of electoral disputes, and co ntinue to instruct their party members
and supporters to do the same and to refrain from violence. Both parties
should refrain from inflammatory rhetor ic or premature celebrations. Liberia
faces daunting challenges. They can only be addressed by Liberians,
regardless of political affiliation, working together for a better Liberia for all.

The media should provide accurate and balanced reporting on the electoral

process, and should refrain from publicizing information in ways that could be






Following the first round, 41 electoral complaints and letters were submitted
to the NEC. Rulings are pend  ing in eight of the consolidated 30 hearings held from
October 24-31. Hearings on complaints were open to accredited observers, but

information about them was not widely di sseminated, and procedures for notifying
candidates caused some parties to miss th eir appointments. Many  of the complaints
were based on misunderstandi ngs of election procedures or law, and some were,
according to the NEC adjudicator, more appr opriate for complainants to bring to the

criminal justice system . Overall, the adjudication proc edures left some complainants
feeling that their cases were not resolved satisfactorily.

The delegation is aware of concerns raised by the CDC in the form of a
written complaint to the NEC over allege d irregularities during the November 8
runoff.

C. Voter Education

Voter education messages in the lead-up to the runoff focused on providing
voters with basic information needed to participate effectively in the election,
including notification of the date for the runoff, voting locations, the requirement for
presentation of voter registration cards. Mess ages also instructed  voters of their right
to participate in the second round even if their first round candidate of choice was no
longer in the race, and encouraged them



round of voting. In the days between th e two rounds, however, coverage by a
number of media outlets grew increasingly partisan and potentially inflammatory. In
response, the PUL suspended one newspape r editor and reprimanded several radio
outlets. Representatives of the international community, including the United Nations
Special Representative of the Secretary-Gen eral (UN SRSG), cautioned the media to
continue to provide responsible coverage of the election.

UNMIL radio played a significant role in disseminating country-  wide civic and voter
education messages in a balanced and nonpar tisan way. Both candidates recorded
messages that called on their supporters to campaign peaceably and accept the
outcome of the election. Seve ral of the candidates that lost in the first round

recorded messages encouraging their supporters to turn out and vote.

Regrettably, public statemen ts by some political le  aders and their supporters
that called into question the declared results of the first round contributed to an
atmosphere of distrust and suspicion. At the same time, the intemperate and
potentially detrimental response by the NEC was unhelpful.

V. THE DELEGATION AND ITS WORK

The delegation arrived in Monrovia on Friday, November 4, and held a series



is also providing assistance to Liberian civil society organizations to conduct voter
education and election mo  nitoring activities across the country. For more
information, please visit www.ndi.org

The Carter Center is a not-for-profit, no ngovernmental organization, founded in 1982
by former U.S. President Jimmy Carter and his wife, Rosalynn, committed to

advancing peace and health worldw ide. In Liberia, NDI is supp I orted by USAID and
the National Endowment for Democracy, and The Carter Center is supported by the
Government of Ireland and USAID. In addition, the Carter Centre U.K. is

implementing an electoral assistance pr ogram along with the Electoral Reform
International Services, supported by the European Commission. For more

information, please visit www.cartercenter.org  and www.cartercentre.org.uk



