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T*
-0.0337 Tc
0.2413 Tw
[(N)20.7(etwor)-17.9(k)6.5(.)54.7( T)-11.6(he lab)-17.8(ora)10.5(t)7.6(o)4.1(r)-46.3(y)3.2( w)-43.1(i)-0.1(l)-11.6(l)-2.6( p)-11.6(e)-12.8(r)-12.3(f)-1.3(o)10.4(r)-27.4(m ge)-17.9(ne)]TJ
T*
-0.0327 Tc
0.048 Tw
[(se)-13.7(que)-16.9(ncing and othe)-16.9(r analyses o)5.2(f)-35( the v)-29.5(i)3.4(r)-20(us in)]TJ
T*
-0.034 Tc
0.1258 Tw
[(ord)5.3(e)-18.2(r to y)-46.6(ield info)10.1(r)-30.8(m)6(a)10.2(t)-21.1(ion imme)-21.3(dia)7.1(t)4.1(e)2.6(ly )-17.1(rele-)]TJ
T*
-0.0319 Tc
0.0263 Tw
[(v)-6.3(a)5.4(n)15.5(t)-0.3( to assess)-12.9(m)9.4(e)-12.9(n)20.5(t)1.5( of)-34.2( the pu)6(blic heal)15.5(th r)-25.6(i)3.4(sk.)]TJ
0 -1.7021 TD
-0.0278 Tc
0.1004 Tw
[(Studies w)-40.4(i)2.7(l)-8.8(l)-1.2( dete)-10.1(r)-19.1(mine w)-21.4(hethe)-18.3(r the v)-27.8(i)2(r)-21.5(us re-)]TJ
0 -1.1053 TD
-0.0261 Tc
0.2025 Tw
[(s)10.3(p)8.8(on)13.7(s)-8.7(i)10.8(ble f)5.5(or these cases has m)21.3(u)7.9(t)9.5(a)8.7(t)5.7(e)-8.4(d)6.8(.)56( I)27.6(t)1.1( is)]TJ
T*
-0.0279 Tc
0.1724 Tw
[  
 (p)-15.7(a)4.3(r)-25.5(t)-11.9(ic)-12.1(ular)-12.8(l)6.8(y im)6.9(por)-21.6(tan)13.2(t to lear)-22.3(n)2.4( w)-21.5(hethe)-18.4(r the)]TJ
T*
-0.0277 Tc
0.1418 Tw
[(H5N1 v)-27.7(i)2.1(r)-21.4(us st)-27.7(rain re)-13.1(mains e)-18.2(n)21.6(t)-18(i)2.1(re)8.9(ly o)7.1(f)-36.3( a)19.7(v)-24.2(ian)]TJ
T*
-0.0254 Tc
0 Tw
[(or)-31.7(i)-13.8(g)-25.4(in.)]TJ
0 -1.6989 TD
-0.0272 Tc
0.1791 Tw
[(F)11.6(o)4.9(l)-11.4(l)8.1(o)10.7(w)-35.4(ing a me)-17.7(et)-20.9(ing held ear)-12.1(lie)-17.7(r this we)-12.6(e)6.3(k)3.5(,)]TJ
0 -1.1053 TD
-0.0269 Tc
0.1905 Tw
[(heal)17.3(th o)4.7(fficials in )39(V)31.7(iet N)20.5(am ha)14.2(ve cal)-11.1(le)-17.4(d for)]TJ
T*
-0.0278 Tc
0.3727 Tw
[(close co)-14.5(o)20.2(p)-6.2(era)10.1(t)-18.1(i)6.5(o)-2.5(n b)-24.6(etw)-12(e)-10.1(e)-13.2(n)10.5( )19.7(WHO and the)]TJ
T*
-0.0273 Tc
-0.0165 Tw
[(c)7(o)17.5(u)8.5(n)16.9(t)-20.7(r)-40.7(y)-14.2(•)53.3(s two inst)-24.1(i)5.1(t)5.1(u)1.2(tes e)-14.6(q)5(u)5(i)-2(p)16.4(p)-2.5(e)-12.7(d)-0.2( t)4.3(o)0.4( test s)10.6(p)-5.7(e)-9.6(c)-0.7(-)]TJ
T*
0.3846 Tw
[(ime)-14.7(n)9.2(s)-2.2( for a)13.7(v)-17.6(ian infl)16.8(u)8.4(e)-17.9(nza.)54.7( These are the)]TJ
T*
-0.0349 Tc
-0.003 Tw
[(N)19.5(a)16.3(t)-18.9(i)8.9(ona51)-12.-6tw
du Réseau mondial OMS de surveillance de la
grippe. Cet établissement fera un séquençage
génétique et d•autres analyses du virus afin d•ob-
tenir des informations d•un intérêt immédiat
pour évaluer le risque pour la santé publique.

Ces études établiront si le virus responsable de
ces cas a muté. Il est particulièrement important
de savoir si cette souche H5N1 est encore entière-
ment d•origine aviaire.

A la suite d•une réunion en début de semaine, les
responsables de la santé au Viet Nam ont demandé
à l•OMS de coopérer avec les deux instituts du
pays équipés pour rechercher la grippe aviaire
dans des échantillons: l•Institut national d•hy-
giène et d•épidémiologie de Hanoi et l•Institut
Pasteur de Ho Chi Minh Ville. Cette collaboration
devrait permettre d•accélérer la communication
des résultats des tests pour tout autre cas nécessi-
tant éventuellement des investigations.

En fin de semaine, l•OMS va envoyer au Viet Nam
une petite équipe qui travaillera en étroite col-
laboration avec le Ministère de la Santé, afin
d•évaluer le risque actuel pour la santé publique
et de dresser des plans visant à renforcer les
moyens de surveillance pour la détection des cas
humains.

 �

1 Voir http://www.who.int/csr/don/2004_08_13/fr/index.html et http://
www.who.int/csr/don/2004_08_12/fr/index.html

1 See http://www.who.int/csr/don/2004_08_13/en/ and http://
www.who.int/csr/don/2004_08_12/en/
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Onchocerciasis (river blindness)
Report from the thirteenth
InterAmerican Conference on
Onchocerciasis, Cartagena de Indias,
Colombia
Onchocerciasis, or river blindness, is caused by the filarial
parasite Onchocerca volvulus and is endemic in six coun-
tries of the Americas: Brazil, Colombia, Ecuador, Guatema-
la, Mexico and Venezuela. The Onchocerciasis Elimination
Program for the Americas (OEPA) is a regional initiative
with the goals of eliminating ocular morbidity from on-
chocerciasis and interrupting transmission of the parasite
throughout the region. The OEPA strategy is to encourage
and strengthen ministries of health in the six endemic
countries to provide sustained mass treatment every
6 months with the safe and effective oral microfilaricide
ivermectin (Mectizan®), which is being donated by Merck &
Co., Inc. Treatment programmes aim to reach at least 85% of
persons eligible for treatment who reside in all the commu-
nities known to be endemic for onchocerciasis. The OEPA
partnership includes the endemic countries, the Pan Amer-
ican Health Organization (PAHO), The Carter Center, Lions
Clubs International Foundation, the US Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) and Merck & Co., Inc.

The thirteenth annual InterAmerican Conference on
Onchocerciasis (IACO 2003) was held in Cartagena de
Indias, Colombia, on 18–20 November 2003. The meeting
was organized by the Colombian Ministry of Health and
OEPA, with financial support from The Carter Center, Lions
Clubs International Foundation, PAHO and Merck & Co.,
Inc. In addition to representatives from the six national pro-
grammes and the sponsoring agencies, IACO 2003 was
attended by representatives from the Mectizan® Donation
Program, nongovernmental development organizations in-
volved in ivermectin distribution in the endemic areas, CDC
and academic institutions.

This report describes treatment advances in the six endem-
ic countries in 2003 that were reported at IACO 2003, supple-
mented by reports received by OEPA since the meeting.

Treatment activities in 2003
Two rounds of ivermectin treatment are offered each year,



RELEVE EPIDEMIOLOGIQUE HEBDOMADAIRE, No 34, 20 AOÛT 2004 311

Fig 2. Evolution of treatment coverage by country in the Americas, 2000–2003
Fig.2. Evolution de la couverture par le traitement dans les Amériques, par pays, 2000-2003
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