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principles of democracy. They are committed to

the nonviolent struggle for freedom, and it is vital

to all of us that they succeed in their efforts.

These representatives from all regions of the

world told of a general retreat by governments

from previous human rights commitments and a

real danger of setting back democratic movements

by decades in some countries. Participants

explained that dictators have been emboldened to

violate the human rights of their peoples under
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material support for these courageous individuals

are becoming harder to find.

Complicating matters is the fact that the

United States, long considered to be a great cham-

pion of human rights issues on the global stage

and in its bilateral relationships, has compromised

its ability to prod offending governments toward

better human rights practices. This is partly due to

decisions taken to revoke the U.S. signature on

the Rome Statute on the International Criminal

Court and to reject the Kyoto Treaty on climate

change, among other actions considered by many

to be extremely destabilizing to the hopeful and

emerging area of international law. 

Most wrenching, however, was the U.S. deci-

sion to bypass the international community in

launching a war against Iraq. Its claim that the

war was to be waged in the name of freedom for

the Iraqi people threw into question the prospects

for every democracy and human rights movement

because of the United States’ new and bold asser-

tion about means and ends. Suddenly it was easy

for dictators to dismiss long-established movements

for self-determination and greater accountability

as pawns in the new and risky geopolitical chess

match being played out on the world stage. Add

to this the indefinite detention at Guantánamo

Bay, Cuba, of more than 600 individuals captured

during the war in Afghanistan — a policy that the

United States would never have tolerated if prac-

ticed by another government — and accusations of

hypocrisy make it easier for autocrats to claim new

and creative justifications for abusive policies. 

Conference participants did not blame the

United States for the political opportunism of

their own governments, but they were unanimous

in the view that the consequences of these policies,

if they are not corrected, could be devastating

both in the short and long term. 

Discussions on this issue produced a number

of ideas about how to raise the awareness of the

public and of policy-makers about the dangers if

democratic movements are continuously under-

mined. A number of participants expressed the

concern that the public in the United States and
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We learned that in nearly every country rep-

resented at the conference, human rights and

democracy activities have come under

increased attack by governments in those

countries and that officials sometimes justify

such attacks by claiming they are acting to

prevent the emergence of terrorist threats.

President Carter and keynote
presenters addressed the press
conference on Nov. 12.
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working groups, and special representa-

tives. Each of these is given a mandate

by the commission to investigate and

report on specific issues, including tor-

ture, extrajudicial executions, or the

situation of human rights defenders.5

Acting High Commissioner for

Human Rights Bertrand Ramcharan,

Special Representative on Human

Rights Defenders Hina Jilani, and

Special Rapporteur on Somalia

Ghanim Alnajjar explained how these

mechanisms are in a unique position

within the U.N. system to get informa-

tion about human rights violations

into the proper hands. Mr. Ramcharan

referred to the special mechanisms as
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the special mechanisms; and the adoption of strong

protections for human rights defenders in the U.N.

Declaration on the Rights of Human Rights

Defenders that was finally adopted by the General

Assembly in 1998 after 14 years of negotiations. 

The adoption of the Human Rights Defenders

Declaration was discussed at length during the

conference. (See Appendix A.) Some expressed
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increase in the resources allocated to the United

Nations’ human rights system. 

It is our hope that what was begun in

November 2003 will lead to a new and vital effort

to tell the evolving story of the human dream of

freedom. We hope that a new generation of

thinkers, advocates, and even politicians will take

up the challenge of showing how freedom for all is

the only way to preserve freedom for any. Then,

with this knowledge, we can find a way to build a

world that is safer, more prosperous, and more just.

17
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The conference allowed for two full days of intense discussion among defenders from around the world
about balancing the need for global security with protection for fundamental rights.



THE CARTER CENTER

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS ON THE FRONTLINES OF FREEDOM

WELCOME BY PRESIDENT JIMMY CARTER

W
e are delighted to have this assembly

here. It is a great honor for The

Carter Center, and I want to welcome

you all. We have many human rights organizations

represented here. We do not have any govern-

ments represented here, so we can speak very

freely about governments without fear of having

too much competition or contradiction here at

this meeting. 

My co-chairman at this meeting was originally

going to be Sergio Vieira De Mello. I talked to

him several times about this conference. He was

very enthusiastic about it. In fact, even when he

went to Iraq to represent the secretary-general

directly, I talked to him on the phone. He said his

first love was human rights and although he was

there to serve the Iraqi people for just a few

months, he would be back here before the time

for this conference. He’s one of the heroes who

have given their lives for this purpose, and I think

we should remember him as we proceed with our

deliberations. After his death, the secretary-general

appointed Bertrand Ramcharan as acting high

commissioner for human rights. Bertie has in the

past been a deputy high commissioner for human

rights. He’s been assistant secretary-general of the

U
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part of the world. That would lead to the adop-

tion of resolutions calling for many rapporteurs,

many working groups, many efforts to deal with

gr

oss violations of human rights. 

The reason I tell this story is that these days,

the very developing countries that many of you

the United Nations is not to confront govern-

ments but it is to cooperate with governments. So

of the Universal Declaration, and I take this

No

w I will fast-track to the present period „ in

the Commission on Human Rights, the refrain is

now •let us cooperate and let us not confront.Ž

When we come to think about how we can

defend human rights defenders and human rights

in different parts of the world, we have to keep in

fight against terrorism. This mood has to do with

the way the world is going. The very developing

countries that for years fought for dealing with

violations at the United Nations are saying that

now we must not deal with them. 

In the run-up to the 1993 Vienna World

Conference on Human Rights, we had big debates

about the universality of human rights and how to

protect human rights. We had big debates, the

one that President Carter referred to, about

whether or not an institution such as the High

Commission on Human Rights could be of any

value. Vienna gave us a consensus on universality.

Vienna gave us the consensus that it is important

to act for the promotion and protection of all

human rights „ civil and political, economic,

social and cultural „ and Vienna established the

What can we say are the gains since the

Vienna Conference? My answer is that we have

formal universality, but not de facto universality.

We still have not developed the technique of

have any idea how to deal with accountability for

these rights in a world of inequality, violence

rights that have to do with torture, disappear-

ances, arbitrary and summary execution, religious

intolerance, and lack of freedom of expression. 

Perhaps there are two or three gains that we

the International Criminal Court was a major

gain. The development of some efforts for human

rights education is an important gain, and the

mobilization of civil society and nongovernmental

rights defenders are hurting on the ground, it is

that one might take this cause forward and protect

human rights in the period ahead.

There are four windows in the mind of a high

window. The high commissioner must lead on

lem of trafficking is an issue that I think the high

commissioner should lead on „ the trafficking in

women, in particular. Then the high commission-

er has a second window of troubleshooting. There

are problems and situations that are taking place

in any part of the world, and the high commis-

situations. Thirdly, the high commissioner has a

the scenes. Fourthly, leaving aside what I would

institution, the high commissioner has a window

20
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just address states, we address civil society.

Much of what you have been speaking about

since the morning is the context in which human

rights defenders work. Without this context, it is

very difficult to either understand or evaluate the

situation of human rights defenders or indeed to

find ways and means to deal with the various situa-

tions that they confront. The context, therefore,

becomes very important. Also, I think it is impor-

tant for us to realize that human rights violations

emerge and emanate from conditions, whether they

are political, social, or economic. When human

rights defenders choose the strategies in which to

confront the situations that they are working on,

they have to work with full awareness of the politi-

cal, economic, and social conditions that affect the

environment in which they work.

I have felt, as a human rights defender, that

human rights work cannot be carried out in isola-
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action. In the process of fulfilling the obligation

to protect, we are ignoring and, in many ways,

undermining the obligation to respect human

r
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know of a time when this would not have been

tolerated: arbitrary detention and refusal of due

process rights, of fair trial rights. Now, we are

keeping silent. Those who are speaking, in some

ways, find themselves on the margins. I think this

is bound to change because those who highlighted

the issues are in many ways those whose work it is

to persist in what they are doing. 

As a part of this mandate, I have seen such

strange happenings. Distribution of the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights received a charge of

distributing seditious material. Farmers protesting

against eviction by military were tried in anti-

terrorist courts. When lawyers who stood up to

defend somebody whose right was being denied,

those lawyers were labeled as friends of terrorists.

Many of them were actually interrogated. Some

were even confined. 

These are situations which are emerging in

many parts of the world. These are not just indi-

viduals. This kind of situation is having a very

adverse impact on the work for human rights that

we carry out. 

When we, as human rights defenders, speak

about the anti-terrorism measures, we are not

denying the menace of terrorism. We were the

first ones to experience the threats and the vio-

lence of these terrorists. This was much before

9/11. Let us not forget that. I come from a part of

the world where there is no denying the problem

of terrorism. We are those who fought for the

rights of women, minorities; trying to accommo-

date religious and ethnic pluralism, we actually

experienced the violence of these terrorists. So we

know all about it. But, at the same time, it is very

important that we fight this menace with the tools

of human rights. We use human rights as a tool

so that more and more support for the human

rights movement can be gathered within the pop-

ulations where we work. 

Today we find it very difficult, as human

rights defenders, to speak about human rights in a

polarized environment where there is one end at
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human rights, then it becomes counterproductive.

It makes it difficult for human rights activity to

have the political impact that it is supposed to

have so that an enabling environment for the pro-

motion, protection, and enjoyment of human

rights is created. It is extremely important that the

bodies of the United Nations recall the charter
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human rights and democratization in Egypt and

the Middle East. I have considered these as twin

issues for which I must fight because one leads to

the other. The deterioration in one leads to the

deterioration of the other. I felt over the last quar-

ter of a century that we were almost winning this

fight. After the revolution in Portugal and the

third wave of democratization that began in 1974,

I felt almost on the verge of final victory. Then

came 9/11. 

9/11 was an earthquake not only for

Americans but for the entire world because of

what it has entailed, because of the unfolding of

very dramatic and disturbing developments since

then. It has been always an agonizing dilemma for

human beings, for societies, for leaders, to balance

between the search for security, which is an essen-

tial human right, and the enjoyment of liberty,

which is another essential human right. The

debate on this dilemma has now spanned nearly

five 
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SALBIAH AHMAD (MALAYSIA)

I would like to take off from the issue Saad

Ibrahim talked about — the importance of devel-

oping new partners. I am in Asia, and lobbying

internationally has been quite difficult for us

because governments continue to dismiss pressure

by talking about cultural relativism and so-called

“Asian values.” Somehow this argument has

worked for them to deflect international pressure.

So, like some of our friends already have said, the

work has to be on the ground with civil society. In

this area, progress has been made in Asia.

One of the major problems with working in

Malaysia and other countries where Parliament

and the executive are basically together is that the

majority party is in Parliament and controls every-

thing. For a lot of us, anti-terrorism laws are

already in Parliament. They will be passed because
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(New York, November 6, 2003) The Malaysian government
should allow human rights defender Irene Fernandez to travel
abroad to attend meetings with other activists, Human Rights
Watch said today. Fernandez, one of Malaysia’s most promi-
nent advocates for the rights of migrant workers and women,
was denied a passport on Nov. 4. 
On Oct. 16, the Kuala Lumpur magistrate’s court convicted
Fernandez of “maliciously publishing false news” for issuing
a groundbreaking 1995 report that documented beatings,
sexual abuse, and inadequate food in detention camps for
migrant workers. Her one-year jail sentence has been stayed
pending appeal. 
Over the course of the seven-year trial, the longest in
Malaysian history, Fernandez applied for-and received-a pass-
port 42 times. The prosecutor urged the court to deny
Fernandez’s most recent request for a passport on the
grounds that she would likely “tarnish the image of the coun-
try” if allowed to speak about Malaysia’s human rights
situation at international conferences, which she is scheduled
to attend this month in the United States and Canada. 
The magistrate’s court agreed with the prosecutor and reject-
ed Fernandez’s application, although the prosecutor
conceded that Fernandez was not likely to flee. Fernandez is
appealing the decision. Human Rights Watch urged the gov-
ernment to withdraw its objection to the issuance of the
passport when the case goes to the Kuala Lumpur High
Court. 
“Prime Minister Abdullah Badawi should take this opportunity
to show that Malaysia can and will tolerate criticism,” said
Brad Adams, executive director of the Asia Division of Human
Rights Watch. “Fernandez was sentenced to a year in prison
for speaking out against abuses. Now the government is
adding insult to injury by keeping her from traveling abroad
for the same reason. This does not bode well for free expres-
sion in Malaysia.” 
Although the prosecution of Irene Fernandez began under the
government of Mahathir Mohamed, who stepped down as

prime minister on Friday, Oct. 31, her case is a test of how
Abdullah’s government will address free expression.
Mahathir’s government harassed and sometimes jailed its
critics, and restricted civil society groups and the media. 
In his opening speech as prime minister, Abdullah stressed

39
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HUMAN RIGHTS WATCH

The prosecutor urged the court to deny

Fernandez’s most recent request for a pass-

port on the grounds that she would likely

“tarnish the image of the country” if allowed

to speak about Malaysia’s human rights situ-

ation at international conferences.

the need for free expression in Malaysia. “We believe democ-
racy is the best system of governance,” he told the Malaysian
Parliament on Nov. 3. “We must be open and ready to
accept criticism and contrary views to ensure that a culture
of democracy thrives.” 
“Prime Minister Abdullah needs to live up to his rhetoric,”
Adams said. “He can signal the beginning of a new era of
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RNSON(ISRAEL)I work with an organization that takes a legal and

administrative approach. We have presented the

fi

t petition to our high court of justice on the

according to the Rome Statute on the

International Criminal Court, establishes an

apartheid state. This is a legalistic analysis. In the

seven enclaves. It is creating apartheid because

f

essions to be able to move at all within the areas.

However, anybody who is a citizen of Israel or is

wo

rds anyone who is Jewish „ any tourist „ can go

educational system and the health system. It is

k
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DR. MUSTAFA BARGHOUTHI (PALESTINE)

It is an honor to be here to represent a movement

that is called the Palestinian National Initiative.

What is missing from the news about the conflict

with Israel is that we have a strong and growing

democratic movement in Palestine that aims to get

rid of all forms of mismanagement and corrup-

tion and bad laws — to have the rule of law in the
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SANTIAGO CANTON (ARGENTINA/OAS)

It has been shocking today, in just a few hours, to

hear all of the situations being faced by human

rights activists from different countries that are

represented here. We all listen to the news and we

read newspapers, but it was quite disturbing to get

such a clear picture of what is really happening

throughout the world. It seems that we are at one

of those times in which we need decisive action

from international organizations, governments,

and from civil society. It is critical to have a very

strong system to follow up whatever comes out

from here. There is a need to have some sort of

body that can continue this forum — whether it is

a permanent body or one that convenes every six

months or one year. 

We should believe that we can influence

what’s going on in the world. We can do this if we

have on our side the presence of people in posi-

tions of power or those who have the power to

influence those in positions of power. President

Carter, you are one of those people, and The

Carter Center is one of those organizations that

can make that contribution. It is very critical to

have your participation in this. President Carter

suggested convening the Nobel Peace Prize laure-

ates to raise awareness of the issues we are

discussing here. It is an excellent idea, but that

doesn’t exclude the idea of a policy forum or

council — both are relevant.

With regard to reforming international organ-

izations, I can speak as an insider. The fact is that

international bodies need to be pushed. We are

an 800-pound gorilla that is very difficult to move.

We need the recommendations and criticism. We

constantly need this input. Otherwise we are in

danger of falling into the bureaucracy and not

progressing. The best way of getting such pressure

is from civil society — it is critical in all the things

that we do. Some bodies are easier to push than

others. In my particular case of the Inter-

American Commission on Human Rights, we are

very easy to push because we believe that criticism

is a key component of what we can do.

In that respect, I believe that whatever we say

has to come from a forum made up of members of

civil society and appropriate government officials

in their individual capacity who can offer advice

and input from their perspective. For example,

when Mariclaire Acosta was a member of the

Mexican government, she could have been of serv-

ice to a forum like this. She would not have

represented her government in the discussions but

48
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The fact is that international bodies need 

to be pushed. We are an 800-pound gorilla

that is very difficult to move. We need the

recommendations and criticism. We constantly

need this input. Otherwise we are in danger

of falling into the bureaucracy and not 

progressing.

could help shed light on what can be effective in

terms of getting governments to improve their

human rights policies. Again, she would be serving

in her individual capacity. We do not want to have

this forum fall into the bureaucratic model of gov-

ernments or intergovernmental organizations. 

Santiago Canton is the executive director of the Inter-American

Commission on Human Rights of the Organization of American

States. He was special rapporteur for freedom of expression for the

OAS. From 1994 to 1998, Mr. Canton was director for Latin

America and the Caribbean of the National Democratic Institute

for International Affairs and was an adviser to The Carter Center

during elections in Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic.
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ISCRA CHAVEZ (PERU) 

I am a member of a very small organization that

works in the city of Cuzco. However, in Peru we

have a very important organization, the National

Human Rights Coordinator. This is an umbrella

organization for 61 human rights groups distrib-

uted throughout my country. For years we have

seen a time of violence in our country, unleashed

mainly by the Communist Party of Peru, which

began a confrontation that has caused around

69,000 deaths. These deaths are also the responsi-

bility of the state. 

The Truth Commission of Peru has recently

issued a report in which the crimes and human

r
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SANDRA CARVALHO (BRAZIL) 

I work in Brazil with a nongovernmental organiza-

tional called Global Justice. Global Justice has

worked for the protection of human rights and

with the documentation of human rights viola-

tions around the world. One of the greatest

problems that Brazil is facing these days is the

criminalization of social movements, especially

regarding those who are active in raising awareness

about violations against peasants. Those who lead

movements in the effort for agrarian reform have

been condemned as supporting or as being leaders

of organized crime. Another great problem that

Brazil has been facing is that those who have been

denouncing the violations of human rights of the

police and the government have had their lives

threatened.

Sandra Carvalho raises awareness of human rights violations in

Brazil through the national and international press. She served as

the executive secretary to the Commission on Human Rights of

the São Paulo Legislative Assembly from 1997 until September

2000. Carvalho later directed media operations for the first World

Social Forum, held in Porto Alegre from January 25-30, 2001.

When Curt Arnson from Israel invited representa-

tives from the United Nations and other human

rights professionals to attend the Israeli High

Court’s hearing concerning the case against the 

separation wall, it gave me an idea. What if 40 of 

us here could be present from 40 different countries

— that would be a very strong stand. We have net-

works and, more or less, cooperation among human

rights organizations. But sometimes with all the

work we are doing, we forget the spirit of solidarity

among human rights defenders. 

I just wanted to underline that we are human

beings, and although we are helping victims of

human rights, very often we are victims of human

rights violations ourselves. I think the best way of

showing solidarity is by being together when some-

thing happens to one of us — not just by writing

letters to the authorities, lobbying, and all the

rest, but being there physically — it counts some-

times. It makes a difference and especially in these

times when we are again, after many years of strug-

gl
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I  w o r k  w i t h  t h e  C o l o m b i a n  C o m m i s s i o n  o f  J u r i s t s ,

a  n o n g o v e r n m e n t a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  w o r k e d  t o
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It is the story of the kids that I interact and

play with in the evacuation centers. During one of

our play sessions, we read the kids a storybook

entitled “War Makes Me Sad.” The book is writ-

ten from the point of view of a little girl who is

sharing her experience during war of having to

evacuate, of hearing gunfire and bombings and

mortar shelling, of people getting killed, of fellow

children losing loved ones. While the story is

being read, we give the children some materials,

such as a doll family and wooden toys. We encour-

age them to help us tell the story by acting out or

playing the roles and characters in the story using

the toys. Every kid started to say the girl in the

story was just like them and that her experience

was much like theirs. Some shared the fear they

felt when they heard the explosions of bombs and

mortar fire or the sound of hovering helicopters,

gunships, and bomber planes — for others, the

grief and sorrow of losing a relative or losing a

father or a mother or both. At the end of the

story session, one of the kids and his father came

up to us. The father said, “I have experienced war

for so many years now. For the past five years I

have gone through four major armed conflicts.

They say that this war is for our benefit. They say

that this war is the solution; it is the only way that

peace and development can be attained. I couldn’t

help but ask myself, ‘Then why are we still poor?

Why are we still suffering and why are we experi-

encing war over and over again?’” Then his son

said, “War is not the answer. War is the problem.

War is what we should be going against.” 

These are but a few of the many stories that

make up my story, and these are but few of the

many people whose lives have touched mine. My

story is not my own; it is the story of these people.

My courage, my strength is not my own; it is the

courage and strength of fathers and mothers who

persevere amidst the chaos and confusion of war

to provide for their families shelter, protection,

sustenance, and love. My wisdom is not my own;

it is the wisdom of the communities and people

who have given me the opportunity to be part of

them and experience how it is to face danger and

peril, how it is to struggle and survive, and how it

is to hope and dream. My spirit is not my own; it

is the spirit of the youth, who, despite facing so

much uncertainty and hopelessness, still strive to

regain control of their lives and chart for them-

selves a better future. My dream is not my own;

my dream is the dream of each and every one of

you here today, of each and every one who contin-

ues to struggle all over the world, the dream of a
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NEIL HICKS (U.K. /U.S.A.)

The International Peace Academy held a meeting

last week that addressed the subject of this confer-

ence but from a governmental point of view. The

Singaporean ambassador said that both the United

Nations and the human rights movement are out

of touch and out of date. He said that human

rights groups have failed to appreciate that we are

now in a global war against terrorism and in this

new circumstance that we cannot expect to apply

the “old values of human rights.” The more I

thought about this intervention, the more fright-

ening it became. The ambassador did us a service,

though, by speaking a truth because this view is

one which many governments currently share.

What the U.S. government has done, perhaps

unintentionally, in its reaction to the 9/11 attacks

is to create a new pretext to violate human rights,

both for itself and, perhaps even more damagingly,

for other governments around the world who can

claim to be following the U.S. model. And, the

particular aspect of this, which is so dangerous to

the concept of human rights, is that it is open-

ended in time and in scope. 

As Hina Jilani remarked in the conference last

Friday, many governments never want the war

against terrorism to end because it suits them very

well. Unfortunately, we must think that perhaps

the U.S. government or at least this administra-

tion might be one government that, at least in
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Our second concern is to recognize that

human rights standards are being undermined on

a global scale — on a massive scale — within the

context of this new global war against terrorism.

We must make some clear demands of states in

our declaration. We must reassert the obligation

of states to recommit themselves to the human

rights instruments and treaties which they have

recognized and ratified. We must invite them and

press them to affirm that human rights are an

essential tool in combating terrorism and that

fighting terrorism without human rights is a con-

tradiction in terms. And those governments who

declare that they are fighting a war against terror-

ism must be challenged to define their terms. If a

state wishes to claim that it needs special powers

to combat the dangers of terrorism, it must say

specifically what these powers are and how specifi-

cally they will combat the threat that they are

t
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HAMEEDA HOSSAIN (BANGLADESH)

We are discussing here the need to win the war

against extremism. There is sometimes confusion

around the word “extremism.” We must ask our-

selves what we are trying to address. The

conditions of extremism, in one sense, existed for

ordinary people long before 9/11. And for most

people, this is the excessive power of states and

what they represent. States do not necessarily rep-

resent the interests of the people. In fact, they are

moving away from representing the interests of the

people and toward arbitrariness, which has been

t
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RANA HUSSEINI (JORDAN)

I am a journalist from Jordan. I have been work-

ing for the past 10 years on violence against

women — mainly women who are killed by their

families in the name of honor. I was excited when

I was invited to this conference because I live in a

country surrounded by boiling events, as they say.

In our region, we felt that after the September

To 
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IVAN IVANOV

(BULGARIA/
HUNGARY)

I would like to speak

about a people with-

out a state, a nation

without a territory,

the Roma people

who are known in

this part of the

world as gypsies.

There are about 8-9 million Roma residing in dif-

ferent countries around the world, mainly in

Central and Eastern European countries. They are

minorities everywhere in the world. We have been

talking about terrorism, but there are two types of

terrorism. Roma people live in countries where

there are no wars, no conflicts, no occupation, no

authoritarian or totalitarian regimes, but they face

terrorism in their everyday lives. The type of ter-

rorism that connects more or less to the events of

September 11th was never before considered as a

real danger in this region.  

The Roma people throughout Europe are reg-

ularly subjected to violence and other forms of

abuse by law enforcement officials, ranging from

insults and arbitrary arrest to severe physical treat-

ment, sometimes resulting in death. They also are

subjected to racially motivated violence by so-

called skinheads — Nazi-oriented gangs that attack

Roma everywhere that they exist as a group. Roma

women are subjected to cursory sterilization remi-

niscent of the [European] Holocaust. Roma

families tend to have more children than non-

Ro
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The fight against terrorism is used in order to

fight a war in Russia’s own territory and in order

to justify a whole range of blatant violations of
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MARTIN O’BRIEN

(NORTHERN IRELAND)

It is vitally important that the various arms of the

United Nations as well as respected figures like

President Carter articulate the very clear and

strong message that we cannot defeat terrorism by

removing the rights of people who live in particu-
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context in our efforts to move forward to create

a lasting peace. 

It seems to me, in the times ahead, it is very

important that the various U.N. mechanisms con-

tinue to play that roll. I was somewhat concerned

about the comment that human rights defenders

should not count on international support and

that we are to some extent on our own, because

certainly I have felt very much supported by the

U.N. mechanisms, and it is particularly important

that we work out how to build on them. We

should examine how we as human rights defend-

ers can best lend our voice to supporting the

kinds of recommendations coming from Hin [1i9l7yil
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DR. SIMA SAMAR (AFGHANISTAN)

With the fall of the Taliban and the beginning of

a new government, people — especially women —

had high hopes for better lives and a more peace-

ful future. However, two years later, the overall

situation in Afghanistan is very bad. The main

reasons for the instability are the lack of security

and lack of resources.

Peace is not just the absence of war. Peace is

human security and respect for human dignity,

access to health care, education, shelter, food, and

jobs. Peace means social justice and equality for all

the people in the country. Real peace is not only

necessary for the future of Afghanistan, but peace

in Afghanistan will improve the prospects for peace

and security worldwide. Although the situation has

improved since before the war, we are in a danger-

ous situation because there is no space for human

rights defenders to operate. We are threatened

when we bring the attention of the authorities to

human rights abuses. If the Afghan Human

Rights Commission and other human rights

organizations are not free to operate, progress will

be very difficult. The on-the-ground reality and

the perspectives of civil society actors in

Afghanistan should shape policies. The following

are some recommendations:

First, if security is not improved, the situation

in Afghanistan, particularly the conditions for

women’s rights and human rights, will not

improve. We welcome the news that the U.N.

Security Council and NATO have agreed that the
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Second, we need a lot more support for the

reconstruction of the country. We need resources

if we really want to bring democracy and peace to

the country and protect the rights of women and

girls — at least basic human rights such as access to

education and health care.

Education is a main component of achieving

peace, women’s rights, and human rights.

Widespread illiteracy was one of the main reasons

that war in Afghanistan has been so violent and

lasted so long. We must construct and repair

schools across the country so that madrassas are

not the only “educational” options for boys and so

that girls finally have a chance to learn. Resources

and facilities should be made available for educa-

tion equally, regardless of gender, ethnic group, or

region of the country.

Access to health care for women is a human

right, but the health care facilities in Afghanistan

— especially maternity hospitals and those that

provide gynecological care — are in horrible shape,

and the country has one of the highest maternal

mortality rates in the world. For women’s health

to improve and for women’s lives to be saved in

Afghanistan, resources and commitments are

needed for comprehensive reproductive health

care and women’s empowerment. 

Third, one of the most important issues is that

women’s rights and human rights must be included

in the constitution. For women to ever be treated

as human beings in the judicial system or in family

law, they must have protection of their rights in the

constitution. Women’s rights and human rights







THE CARTER CENTER

HUMAN RIGHTS DEFENDERS ON THE FRONTLINES OF FREEDOM

economic imbalances that are historically rooted,

you find that regimes like the Zimbabwean regime

have taken advantage of that popular expression

to give an impression that the expropriation of

wealth that is taking place is in fact in the name

of black empowerment and indiginization.

Actually, it is a process that is creating economic

catastrophe within a country such as Zimbabwe,

There also has been politicization of human

rights concepts at the international level. I was dis-

turbed at the U.N. Commission on Human

Rights in March, when we were trying to present a

case for Zimbabwe, that the African group was

resisting our proposal based on “cultural relativity.”

They claimed that the Americans and the Western

governments do not have moral grounds to criti-

cize violations of human rights on the

African continent post 9/11 because of

the unilateralism of America in dealing
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T
he Carter Center is grateful to the human

rights defenders who traveled from all over

the globe, bringing with them the vast

experience, courage, and inspiration that gives us

hope for the future of freedom throughout the

worl
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United Nations Declaration on the Right and Responsibility of Individuals, Groups and Organs of Society
to Promote and Protect Universally Recognized Human Rights and Fundamental Freedoms

A/RES/53/144

8 March 1999

Recognizing the relationship between international

peace and security and the enjoyment of human rights

and fundamental freedoms, and mindful that the

absence of international peace and security does not

excuse non-compliance,

Reiterating that all human rights and fundamental

freedoms are universal, indivisible, interdependent and

interrelated and should be promoted and implemented

in a fair and equitable manner, without prejudice to the

implementation of each of those rights and freedoms,

Stressing that the prime responsibility and duty to

promote and protect human rights and fundamental

freedoms lie with the State,

Recognizing the right and the responsibility of indi-

viduals, groups and associations to promote respect for

and foster knowledge of human rights and fundamen-

tal freedoms at the national and international levels,

Declares:

Article 1

Everyone has the right, individually and in associa-

tion with others, to promote and to strive for the

protection and realization of human rights and funda-

mental freedoms at the national and international

levels.

Article 2

1. Each State has a prime responsibility and duty to

protect, promote and implement all human rights and

fundamental freedoms, inter alia, by adopting such

steps as may be necessary to create all conditions neces-

sary in the social, economic, political and other fields,

as well as the legal guarantees required to ensure that

all persons under its jurisdiction, individually and in

association with others, are able to enjoy all those

rights and freedoms in practice.

2. Each State shall adopt such legislative, administra-

tive and other steps as may be necessary to ensure that

the rights and freedoms referred to in the present

A. U.N. DEFENDERS DECLARATION

The General Assembly,

Reaffirming the importance of the observance of the

purposes and principles of the Charter of the United

Nations for the promotion and protection of all

human rights and fundamental freedoms for all per-

sons in all countries of the world,

Reaffirming also the importance of the Universal

Declaration of Human Rights and the International

Covenants on Human Rights as basic elements of

international efforts to promote universal respect for

and observance of human rights and fundamental free-

doms and the importance of other human rights

instruments adopted within the United Nations sys-

tem, as well as those at the regional level,

Stressing that all members of the international com-

munity shall fulfil, jointly and separately, their solemn

obligation to promote and encourage respect for

human rights and fundamental freedoms for all with-

out distinction of any kind, including distinctions

based on race, colour, sex, language, religion, political

or other opinion, national or social origin, property,

birth or other status, and reaffirming the particular

importance of achieving international cooperation to

fulfil this obligation according to the Charter,

Acknowledging the important role of international

cooperation for, and the valuable work of individuals,

groups and associations in contributing to, the effec-

tive elimination of all violations of human rights and

fundamental freedoms of peoples and individuals,

including in relation to mass, flagrant or systematic

violations such as those resulting from apartheid, all

forms of racial discrimination, colonialism, foreign

domination or occupation, aggression or threats to

national sovereignty, national unity or territorial

integrity and from the refusal to recognize the right of

peoples to self-determination and the right of every

people to exercise full sovereignty over its wealth and

natural resources,
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ments in the field of human rights, including the peri-
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Ms. Natalia Ablova (Kyrgystan) is the director of the

Kyrgyz-American Bureau on Human Rights and Rule of Law.

A journalist by trade, she has published articles on a variety

of human rights and political issues. She was formerly associ-

ated with the human rights society Memorial and the

Democratic Movement of Kyrgyzstan. In 2000, together with

other nongovernmental organization colleagues, she founded

a new type of nongovernmental organization coalition called

the Monitoring and Advisory Group, which functions as an

aid and development watch. 

Ms. Maria Luisa Acosta (Nicaragua) is the coordinator of

the Center for Legal Assistance to Indigenous Peoples, which

advocates the full legal rights of indigenous peoples. She

served as legal adviser in a claim for demarcation of commu-

nal lands before the Inter-American Commission of Human

Rights of the Organization of American States. She also

served as the coordinator of the technical committee of the

coordinating commission for the Demarcation of Indigenous

Lands.

Ms. Salbiah Ahmad (Malaysia) is a human rights lawyer in

Malaysia and a founding member of Sisters in Islam, a

women’s rights organization based in Kuala Lumpur. Serving

more than 15 years as a human rights activist, she has

addressed issues of women, law, and religion at the regional
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researcher for the Middle East Department of Amnesty

International in London. He also has served as human rights

project officer of Birzeit University in the West Bank. 

Ms. Jaribu Hill (U.S.) is executive director of the Mississippi

Workers’ Center for Human Rights in Greenville, Miss. She

devoted much of her earlier life to activism and song, later

undertaking legal studies and becoming a civil rights attorney

as well. Shortly after earning her law degree, she organized the

Southern Human Rights Organizers’ Conference in

Mississippi, which led to the establishment of the Southern

Human Rights Organizers’ Network.

Ms. Hameeda Hossain (Bangladesh) is a founding member

of Ain o Salish Kendra, a legal aid and human rights organi-

zation based in Dhaka, Bangladesh. She is also a member of

its executive committee. Hossain currently edits Human Rights

in Bangladesh, an annual report published by ASK. She began

her career in publishing and editing, starting off as editor of

Forum, a political weekly that was banned by the Pakistan

army in 1971. She also has written extensively on women’s

rights, particularly on workers in garment export factories, in

handicraft production, and migrant workers.

Ms. Rana Husseini (Jordan) received a Reebok Human

Rights Award in 1998 for her investigation into “honor

killings,” where women are slain by family members as pun-

ishment for perceived immorality. Defying cultural taboos

and threats to her life, she reported that honor killings actu-

ally account for the majority of murders in Jordan every

year. Since writing about honor killings, she has continued to

speak out about violence against women in her nation, receiv-

ing worldwide attention for her efforts.

Ms. Hauwa Ibrahim (Nigeria) is the 2003-04 Humphrey

Fellow for American University College of Law in

Washington, D.C. She recently served as a pro bono defense

counsel to Amina Lawal, a woman sentenced to death by

stoning for having a child out of wedlock in Nigeria. Since

1999, she has been defense counsel in more than 40 Shari’ah

related cases. Prior to her work on Shari’ah legal cases, Ms.

Ibrahim served as a prosecutor and defense counsel for the

Ministry of Justice in Bauchi state, Nigeria, and as a senior

partner at the Aries Law Firm in Abuja, Nigeria.

Mr. Saad Eddin Ibrahim (Egypt) is a professor of sociology
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IN THE CONTEXT OF THE WAR ON TERROR

ONE COPENHILL

453 FREEDOM PARKWAY

ATLANTA, GA 30307

(404) 420-5100 ◆ FAX (404) 420-5145

WWW.CARTERCENTER.ORG
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